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Abstract. 
Before the advent of Islam the condition of women was miserable and disprovable. 

They lead unhappy and dissatisfied life. Before advent of Islam women was used 

chattels. The condition was worse than animals. They were not treated as human 

beings. Before advent of Islam birth of female child was considered as sad occasion 

for the whole family. Mostly female children were burnt alive and some time was 

buried. Women were not allowed to receive education. They were not allowed to touch 

the religious books. Women were not allowed to do any business. Before advent of 

Islam prostitution was common in society. Girls in nude conditions sit on road to 

attract the boys. Polygamy was common in society. At the time of war women were 

considered as the source of loot. After looting of girls they were used as their wives. 

The condition of women began deplorable. Before advent of Islam girls were not 

allowed to choose their life partner even girls had no right to suggest father for life 

partner. Some time the rich peoples purchased the beautiful girls from their family 

members.  

 Besides it Sati system was common in the society. Women had no right to survive on 

earth without husband. At the death husband women was also burnt alive. How a 

impolite society prevailed before the advent of Islam. After Sati was stopped then 

widow were not allowed to remarry. But with advent of the Islam the condition of the 

women began to improve. Prophet Mohammad (P.B.U.H) the founder of Islam makes 

every possible effort to improve the condition of women. Firstly Prophet stopped 

infanticide. Prophet says „killing of female children is a great sin” because these 

children don‟t know what is good and what is bad. Prophet gives equal status to both 

male and female. Islam allowed women to receive education. Thus most of the women 

began to receive education. Islam allowed women to choose their life partners.  

Islam clear it father and other family members could not force their girls for marriage. 

Girls could choose their husband. Women were allowed to read the religious books. 



 

 

Thus the condition of women began to improve. Islam allowed women to run their 

own business. Islam also condemns the Sati system which was prevailed in several 

parts of the country. Widows were allowed to remarry. Women got the right of 

inheritance. Polygamy was common in society before the advent of Islam. Islam made 

some amendments in polygamy. Poly was allowed if first women failed to produce a 

child or if a wife is involved in some communicable diseases or if a woman is bad in 

character.  

 Islam also improved the condition of women with divorce system. Women were 

allowed to live separate from their husbands. If their husbands were criminal or used  

them like animals. Before Islam women were not allowed to live separate from their 

husbands on to death. They have to live together on to pyre. But divorce system 

improved the condition of women. Islam opposed polyandry system of marriage. 

Polyandry destroyed the condition of women. In polyandry system a women had two 

to four husbands. Identification of child from father‟s side was very difficult. So Islam 

mostly supported monogamy system of marriage.  In short we can say Islam improved 

the condition of women.  

INTRODUCTION 
 Islam is religion of peace. It teaches us the lesson of equality, liberty, social justice 

and fraternity. In this topic I would try to write about the elevation of status of the 

women with the advent of Islam. The advent of Islam in Northern India. We all know 

the condition of women before the advent of Islam was miserable and deplorable. 

They lead a miserable and deplorable life. Women were used as source of enjoyment. 

They had no right on their husbands. She had to obey the orders of their husbands 

whether it is good or bad. She was used as servant. We know women before the advent 

of Islam were captured at the time of war as the source of loot. They lives in the four 

walls of home. Infanticide and burning of new female children was common. The birth 

of female child was considered as source of sadness. Women were exchanged with one 

another. Before advent of Islam in India women were not allow to choose their life 

partners. Women were married on the choice of parents. Some time women with 

beauty were purchased from their parents. Thus women lead unhappy life, because 

their partner used them illegal way. Polygamy was common in society. People married 

women for their enjoyment. Husbands were not in position to fulfil their basic needs. It 

affected the condition of women. In other hands women were not allowed to touch 

their religious books. They had no status of equality in the society. Before the advent 

of Islam Sati system was also vague in the society. Women were burnt alive without 

any sin along with the pyre of their dead husbands. Think how a poor soul was burnt 

and what would be its effect on society.  

 Women had no right on property. Husband regarded himself the owner of the 

property. Before the advent of Islam in India especially in North India women were 



 

 

not allowed to run their own business. Thus we can say it women were completely 

dependent on their husbands. Prostitution was common in society. Some time young 

beautiful girls stayed and dance on the road in order to attract the young men. 

Sometimes nude girls also make a group on the public places in order to attract the 

people. These were the social evils prevailed in the society of North India before the 

advent of the Islam. Think how miserable and deplorable condition of women was in 

the society, but Islam make every possible effort to improve the condition of women in 

the society. It is important for us to know the founder of Islam and its formation.   

 In 570AD In Quarish family of Mecca Hazrat Mohammad (P.B.U.H) was born. His 

Father‟s name was Hazrat Abdullah. His father died before his birth. When he was six 

years old his mother also died. He was brought up by his uncle Abbu Talib. Abbu 

Talib was a great businessman of his times. At the age of 25, he was married a 40 

years old widow namely Hazrat Khadija She was a rich women of his times and a 

great business women of that time. Prophet Mohammad (P.B.U.H) was a man of  

spiritual temperaments. He hated image worship and tried to remove the ignorance of 

people. He was much dissatisfied with condition of the women. He declared it clearly 

women are equal to women. He gave social, economic, cultural, political and 

educational rights to women. Thus we can say Islam improved the condition of the 

women. When Prophet Mohammad tried to introduce a new religion (Islam) majority 

of people opposed him to leave Mecca. On 22
nd

 July 622AD finding that he was 

unsafe in Mecca he fled to Madinah. In Islam this event is called Hijrat. Many people 

joined him as his followers at Madinah. They all accepted Islam taught by 

Mohammad. In 630AD Prophet came back to Mecca and established his eminence. He 

considered God as Allah and considered Him omnipotent. He gave title Khuda to Him. 

On 8
th
 June 632AD when he died he has propagated Islam in Arabia. There was no 

caste difference and no discrimination of high or low in Islam. It has the feeling of 

equality and brotherhood. The follower of Islam was full of zeal to spread Islam. The 

main work of Prophet Mohammad for the elevation of status of women is:  

 Firstly Islam condemn infanticide and burning of female children. Prophet says the 

burning of children is a great sin. Child doesn‟t know what is good and what id bad so 

he stopped the burning of alive children. Prophet tried to improve the condition of the 

women. We know girls were not allowed to choose their husband but after the advent 

of the Islam prophet allowed women to choose their husbands. He declared that girls 

should allowed to choose husband and girls should not be forced. Thus women began 

to choose their husband and began to lead a happy and prosper life. Before Islam 

Polygamy and Polyandry were vague in society. But prophet condemned the 

polyandry. Because the identification of parents in polyandry is difficult. Prophet 

allowed polygamy on some conditions. If the character of women would be bad, if 

women could not gave birth to child so the husband were allowed to marry with other 

girl. Prophet condemned the Sati system. Prophet says like men women have also right 



 

 

to live. Prophet gave right to equality to women in order to improve the condition of 

women. Islam gave right to vote to women. Women were allowed to take part in army. 

Today in India women take active part in army. It is whole due to the advent of Islam 

the condition of women began to improve. Islam gave right to property to women. 

Prophet says like men women have also right on property. Before advent of Islam 

women once married were not allowed to go separate from husband. She has to live on 

earth till husband is alive. When husband died she also had to burn along with his 

husband‟s pyre. But after the advent of Islam some conditions were accepted for 

women to live separate. Islam allowed women to live separate from husband on 

following conditions:  

1. If husband is involved in crime and go to jail for several years and have no 

option for bail.  

2. If husband went away to other country and could not come back for several 

years.  

3. If a husband is drinker and beat wife regularly.  

Thus we can say Islam improved the condition of women.  

 

THE CONDITION OF WOMEN AFTER THE ADVENT OF ISLAM 
Humanity relationship to God is not affected by consideration of sex. A woman is dear 

to Him as men. Both are equally accountable to Him for their deeds. She enjoyed same 

duties and responsibilities as men, including prayers, fast, zakaat and hajj etc. And is 

admonished against all transgressions forbidden to man. She would receive the same 

reward for good and evil as her male counterpart. The Quran says “to men is allotted 

what they earn and to women what they earn”. Spiritually and ethically she can attain 

to as great heights as man. “You are the custodians of the children and answerable for 

them also of the belonging of the men” is divine order to them. She enjoyed preaching 

the doctrines of Islam in her houses, eschewing evil and retaining good taking lessons 

from the “mother‟s of the faithful”. Women should know that on the day of the 

judgement no women will be permitted to plead that her husband was responsible for 

her sins. It was the holy prophet who taught the people to dispel the prevalent notion 

that women were inferior to men or that female children deserved treatment different 

from that meted out to the children of male sex. The quotations of holly Quran clearly 

shows that both are equal in the eyes of God.   

1. “And women shall have rights similar to the rights against them according to 

what is equitable”.  

2. “And their Lord had accepted of them, and answered them never will i suffered 

to be lost the work of any of you, be male or female, ye are members of one 

another”.  



 

 

3. “If any do deeds of righteousness be they male or female and have faith they 

will enter heaven and not the least injustice will be done to them”.  

4. Whoever work righteousness, man or women hand has faith verily to him we 

gave a new life, a life that is good and pure and we will bestow on such their 

reward according to the best of their actions”  

As we have discussed earlier before that advent of Islam women had n right on 

property, inheritance and other rights. But after the advent of Islam women were 

given several rights in order to improve the deplorable conditions of women. Islam 

give equality, liberty, fraternity, social justice and educational rights to women in 

order to improve the condition of women.   

Inheritance:  

 Islam gave right to women to inherit centuries ago. If you read the Quraan in 

several verses in Surah Nissaa, in surrah Baqarah and in suraah Maidah, It is  

mentioned that a women irrespective of whether she is wife or a mother or a sister 

or a daughter she has a right to inherit and it has been fixed by God in Quran. If the 

husband dies without leaving any issue the wife gets fourth. By providing shares for 

the daughters sisters mothers and wives it make active participant in the family 

economy. One half of the community are not chattels having no financial standing 

of their own nor are they drudges to be confined in the four walls of the houses. 

They can own and posses enter into professions and services join industries or 

trades and enter into contracts in their own names. If the American women had 

acquired possession and secured a say in various aspects of national life enabling 

her to take interest in social problem and advancement of women workers it is 

because of the initiative taken by Islam in the matter. A woman like a man of a 

sound mind can enter into a contact as she too has a legal identity. Whatever she 

earns or inherits in her own. She is not obliged to give it away to anyone. When 

women marry and Islam strongly recommends them their husbands are responsible 

for their livelihood as well as of their children. A woman is not duty bound to 

maintain her husband or children.   

 Islam give following methods of sharing property in order to imp[rove the 

condition of women. The husband gets one half if the deceased has no issues 

otherwise one fourth. The wife gets one fourth if the deceased has no issue and one 

eight otherwise. After paying of the share of the parents and husbands or wife the 

rest of the property goes to children, the son having double share of the daughters. 

If there are no children and there is a brother or a sister, one sixth goes to him or 

her. If deceased have brother or sister one third will goes to them, the brothers 

getting double the share of the sisters.   

 Demanding dowry from bride/ wife in any form is prohibited in Islam. As we have 

discussed earlier before the advent of Islam mostly girls remain unmarried due to 

their poverty. Their parents were not able to fulfil their basic needs. They were not 



 

 

able to marry their girls because of the heavy demand of dowry. The demand of 

dowry was beyond their limits. So mostly women remain in their houses which 

affected their conditions. But with the advent of Islam the condition of women 

began to improve. Islam prohibits demanding dowry from wife in any form. 

Demanding dowry from wife directly or indirectly is prohibited in Islam. If the 

parents give their daughters something out of their own free will it is accepted but 

demanding or forcing directly or indirectly is prohibited in Islam. If a woman works 

which she does not have to – whatever earning she gets absolutely her property. 

She needs not spend a single paisa on the household and if she wants to spend it is 

her free will. Irrespective of how rich the wife is it is duty of husband to provide 

lodging boarding and clothing and look after the financial aspects of his wife.   

In case of divorce or a wife gets widowed she is given a financial support for the 

period of Iddah and if she has children she is also given child support.  

 Islam prohibits doing partiality in upbringing the daughters and sons. According to 

Hadidh of our beloved prophet it is said that “In the presence of prophet once a man 

kissed his son and placed him on his lap but did not do the same to his daughter. 

The prophet immediately objected and said you are unjust; you should have even 

kissed your daughter and placed her on other lap. Islam could not speak about 

justice but it practised in several aspects”.  

Marriage;  

 As we have discussed the marriage system of Arabia and India before the advent of 

Islam. Polygamy and polyandry were in vague. There was no proper system of 

marriage. Girls were purchased the rich people purchased the girls according to 

their will. Some time the rich people have unlimited wives. The condition of 

women was deplorable but with advent of Islam there was a proper system of 

marriage which improve the condition of women. The basic idea of marriages is to 

safeguard once moral, check fornication and evil practices of concubinage. There 

should be a role of the society to maintain a high standard of morality and evidence 

of party frictions. The Quran says “except for these all others are lawful, provided 

ye seek them (in marriage) with gift from your property- desiring chastity not lust”. 

Marriage involves the care and education of children on which the future generation 

depends. Therefore this alliance is to preserve the creation of God and keep 

tradition of religion culture and civilisation for centauries to come. Islam takes 

marriage as open selection to the partners.  

 Islam allowed polygamy and prohibits polyandry. We have discussed polygamy is 

main cause for degradation of women. But Islam allowed polygamy in certain 

reasons which are acceptable. The condition to which a man is allowed to marry 

more than one wife is that he should do justice between the two wives. If he can do 

justice between two or three or four wives that he has, he is allowed to take more 

than one wife. If he cannot do justice he should suffice only one wife. But there are 



 

 

some other conditions for a man to take more than one wife. Due to surplus 

population of women man is allowed to marry more wives. Other reason of 

polygamy is if a young lady gets married but after few months of her marriage she 

an accident and she lost her spinal cord and she can‟t satisfy her husband, husband 

is allowed to marry other lady. If a lady becomes serious ill she can have a disease 

in which she could not look after the children or to look after her husband, under 

this condition husband is allowed to marry other lady. The reason of polygamy is 

condition after several years of marriage you have got no children and many be 

both husband and wife yarn for the child. The wife very well can give permission to  

the husband to marry another wife and they can have more children. Islam did not 

allow any one for the adaptation of son or daughter.   

Islam did not permit polyandry. There are several reasons in which Islam prohibits 

polyandry. Firstly a man can perform his duty well than a woman. Man can perform 

his duty as husband even after he has more than one wife. Which a woman if she 

has more than one husband will not perform his duty as a wife Islam gave 

importance to identification of the parents. Psychologists tells us if a child can‟t 

identify his parents he undergoes mental trauma.  When the child goes to school for 

admissions he is asked the name of his father hug would gave two to three names 

which caused great problem, so polyandry is not allowed in Islam. We discussed 

earlier that women were not allowed to go separate from husband until she die. But 

Islam permitted women to leave separate due to several reasons. In  

Islam father can‟t forced her daughter to marry against her wishes. Quran says “we 

put love into the hearts of the husband and wife”. If we read Surah Rum chapter 

thirty verse no 21 it says “and amongst our signs we have created for you mates and 

companions, so you may dwell in them in tranquillity and we have put love and 

mercy between your hearts”. We have discussed earlier that girls were forced to 

marry a man with the choice of parents before the advent of Islam. Girls were not 

allowed to choose their life partner. If a man was drinker girls know about his bad 

manners but she was not able to ask their parents for separation. With the advent of 

Islam the condition of women was improved. She got several rights in order to 

improve her conditions. She is allowed to choose her life partner and she is also 

allowed for divorce on certain conditions. If husband fails to fulfil his basic needs.  

Love marriage also improved the condition of women in India also.  

Divorce: 

 We discussed earlier that women were not allowed to live separate from husband 

until she die. But Islam permitted women to live separate in several ways. Before 

the advent of Islam women were not allowed to get divorced which caused 

deplorable conditions of women. Sati also caused great women in condition of 

women. Given below are the detailed reasons permitted in Islam for which a 

women can claim separation from civil court.  



 

 

1. If the husband are not known since long. Different scholars of Muslim thoughts 

vary in respect of the four years period prescribed.   

2. If husband has neglected her or has failed to provide for her maintenance. All 

schools of Muslim thoughts agree on this point reprehensible behaviour and 

disobedience can be taken into consideration in such cases.  

3. If the husband is sentenced lifelong imprisonment women is allowed to marry 

another man.   

4. If a girl is married before the age of 15 by her father or any other body without 

attaining the age of 18. The marriage has been consummated.  

5. If the husband is sick suffering from a disease and was so sick at the time of 

marriage.  

6. If the husband treat her cruelty i.e.   

a. He habitually assaults her or makes her life miserable in any way.  

b. If a husband is involved in drinking gambling or any other sinful act women 

is allowed to remarry with other man.  

c. If a husband have more than one wife and could not treat them properly 

women is allowed to live separate.  

Divorce is not a good, but sometimes it improves the condition of women. 

Before the advent of Islam women were not allowed to live separate from her 

husband without death. If their husband was cruel and assault her regularly even 

that she was not allowed to live separate. Even after the death of the husband 

she was also burnt with husband‟s pyre which was called sati system. In short 

we can say monogamy divorce system and equality in sex help in improving the 

condition of women with the advent of Islam.  

Conclusion 

With detailed discussion and explanation, we come on this point that before 

the advent of Islam the condition of women was miserable and deplorable life. They 

lead unhappy and miserable life. Before Islam women were not allowed to receive 

education, they had no right in social, political, and economic sphere. They were 

treated as chattels and animals. Women were purchased before Islam. Women were 

not allowed to choose there husband, they had no right to suggest there parents for 

there husband. At the time of war women were considered as the source of loot. 

Polygamy was also vague in society. A husband had two to four wives, but he was not 

in position to full fill there basic needs. Widows were not allowed to re marry. Sati 

was also common in society. Women were burnt alive along with husbands pyre. 

Beside it there was no concept of divorce system before Islam. Women had to live 

with husband till to death. Thus the condition of women was dissatisfied before the 

advent of Islam. 



 

 

  But with the advent of Islam the condition of women was improved. Women got 

several social political, economic, and religious rights. After the advent of Islam 

women were allowed to choose there life partner. Women were allowed to live 

separate if they were dissatisfied with there husband. After the advent of Islam 

women were allowed to run there own business. Islam completely prohibited 

infanticide and burning of female children alive. Islam prohibited polygamy system of 

marriage and supported monogamy system of marriage. Islam gave rights to women.        

To receive education and touch religion books. Islam made every possible effort to 

improve the condition of women.  

The Quran and hadith also told on several places for the improvement of the 

condition of women. Quran said don’t kill your children due to fear of their basic 

needs God is provider for all. Prophet (s.a.w) says infanticide is a great sin Islam 

mostly stressed on equality of both sexes. If a man have two children one is male and 

other is female father should nourish them properly and equally. In short we can say 

Islam improved the condition of women. Islam brought out women from dark period 

towards light. It is due to Islam that woman have equal status like males in present 

time.  
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