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Abstract 
 

The piece of research in this paper is an attempt to explain the position of 

women in Indian society explored from the selected novels of AnitaDesai. It 

narrates the importance and position of women in various fields like family life, 

social life and work situation.Besides, other moral and social obligations faced 

by the women in the society. Desaioffers astounding variety of women in 

virtually every aspect of women‟s life. Diversities of ethnic, linguistic, regional, 

economic, religious, class and caste groups crosscut in her novels reflects the 

womenin Indian society. 

Key Words:Study, Position of women, Socio-economic ties, Relations, Role 

and Miseries. 

Introduction 

This paper is an attempt to explore the Indian women and her miseries depicted 

from the selected novels of Anita Desai. Thepiece of research work in this paper 

tries to explore and discuss the position of women in Indian society which has 

been reflected in the selected novels of Anita Desai. To my better 

understanding, it is a matter of fact that, India offers astounding variety in 

virtually every aspect of social life of a women in the society. Diversities of 

ethnic, linguistic, regional, economic, religious, class, and caste groups crosscut 
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Indian society, which is also permeated with immense urban-rural differences 

and gender distinctions. Differences between north and south are particularly 

significant, especially in systems of kinship and marriage in India. This research 

paper explores that, Indian society is multifaceted to an extent perhaps unknown 

in any other world‟s great civilizations. The diverse variety in Indian culture are 

rapidly bringing changes affecting various regions and socioeconomic groups 

adding the miseries to the life of the typical Indian women. 

The themes of man-woman relationship in thenovels of Anita Desia, are 

discussed and explored which became the theme of writing this research paper. 

In the world of literature, woman means to inhibit from early infancy to the last 

day of life, a psychological world which differs from the world of men. They 

never rebelled against the male-dominated society which has been beautifully 

narrated in the selected novels of Anita Desia.  The Indian woman accepted and 

adapted herself to the demanding circumstances. She was never recognized as a 

person and her ideas were never identified. The selected novels of Anita Desai, 

gave the image of the women in such a way thatshe was deprived of 

opportunities to prove her individuality. She was constantly reminded of her 

commitment to the forthcoming family and her husband. In this research paper, 

it was explored that, the society refused to give equal rights to the women folk. 

Indian women were examples for dependent figures, depending on father or 

husband or to the society. The position of women underwent a metamorphic 

change down the years which still persists in the backward regions and cast 

systems. It was found that the present-day women thought to destroy masculine 

hierarchy.Post-Independence brought the change in the status of women. It was 

explored and found that the changes and revolutions took place in all walks of 

life and women too advanced to acquire their own identity in society. They have 

awakened women who inspired other women also. Anita Desai in her novels 

also revealed that the after-Independence stress was put on women's education, 

it endorsed refinement of their role in family and society. This paper explored 

that the women's affinity towards education inculcated confidence and they 

emerged successfully in all walks of life. They started proving their mantle and 

showed their best abilities in all emerging fields by rising to the occasion. The 

matter of fact is that, the woman has been the focus of many literary works 

down the centuries. ManyIndian writers in English have started acknowledging 

the status of Indian woman in the patriarchal society. The Western impact of 

feminism brought a drastic change among the women in India resulting the 

feministic movements which took a new dimension.This research work explores 
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that the women are no longer treated as property. The social changes in India 

have brought significant changes in the structure of families and relationships. 

The feminist movements made women confident and independent. I have tried 

to find from the selected novels of Desai which has well defining role in 

defining the image of women and their importance. These novels are the 

medium of communications which expresses these changes through its 

characters.Broadly speaking, feminism is a dominant issue in contemporary 

women's thought. During this study it was seen that the women are facing the 

conflicts and problems of fusing tradition and modernity. The women struggle 

much to seek fulfilment in marriage and in motherhood. The woman is 

projected as 'fickle - minded' and equated with a lunatic and drunkard and thus 

incapable of holding any household transaction.  

It is a matter of fact that even now the average Indian woman has to lead a 

miserable life and has to bear insult, abuse and injustice. The seeds of disparity 

can be found in our scriptures too. This research works alsoacknowledge that 

some of the women writers, who deal with the plight of Indian women caged in 

foreign countries as immigrants in most of their novels. It is prudent to mention 

aboutwomen writers like, Anita Desai, Nayantara Sahgal, Shashi Deshpande, 

Jai Nimbkar, Sobha De, Kamala Markandaya, but male writers like Tagore, 

MulkRaj Anand, R.K.Narayan, were more popular during the period of agony 

which was faced by the Indian women in patriarchal society. More Indian 

women novelists have turned towards the woman's world with great 

introspective with full intensity and authenticity. They have launched a voyage 

within to explore the private consciousness of their women characters and to 

measure them in their works and writings. 

Likewise, Anita Desai, one of the major Indian English women novelists, is 

more interested in the interior landscape of the mind than in political and social 

realities. Writing, for her, in her own words, is an effort to discover, and then to 

underline, and finally to convey the true significance of things. Desai‟s 

protagonists are alienated, persons. They are mostly women who have reached 

different stages in life from school-girl to grandmother. They are all delicate 

introverts. In some of the selected novels it was found that women are a 

sufferer. The narration of their sufferings was seen in the selected novels:Cry, 

the Peacock, In Voices in the City, Where Shall We Go This Summer, Fire on 

the Mountain,Clear Light of Day.Desai is an important feminist novelist. She 

peeps into the mind of her protagonist and lays bare what lurks in it. Her 

fictional world is just like an ice-berg mostly hidden and partly visible. 
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In one of the novels of Desai, Cry, the Peacockwhich is the tragic story of Maya 

who is haunted by the astrological prediction of the death of either wife or 

husband. She has no children and this leads to her isolation. She is segregated 

by society and as per the astrological prediction in a fit of insane fury, she kills 

her husband.  

The other novel of Desai, In Voices in the City, the scene shifts from Delhi to 

Calcutta, the city of Kali, and the goddess of death. Nirode and his two sisters, 

Monisha and Amla are rebels against conventions. Nirode ends up as a drifting 

bohemian, Monisha commits suicide and Amla is heart broken when her love is 

rejected.  

Where Shall We Go This Summer portrays the tragic inner reality of Sita, who is 

the protagonist of the novel. She has four children. The cruelty and callousness 

of urban life suffocate her and when she is in the family way again, she 

shudders at the thought of bringing a new, delicate being into this harsh world, 

and runs away to the small island with which she is associated from her 

childhood. Her husband finally persuades her to return. 

„Fire on the Mountain‟ is set in Kasuli, a hill station, focussed on three 

womenand their complex experience in life. Nanda Kaul character in the 

novelwithdraws intoa private world of self-willed isolation.In the novel it was  

assumesthat Nanda Kaul, however, takes no pleasure from her married life.the 

other character, Ila Das is truly a pathetic creature depicted in the novel who 

was unwillingly brought  into Nanda Kaul‟s life.Nanda Kaul, voices dissent but 

does not qualify in terms ofself-assertiveness or counter action. She fulfils her 

job as mother, wife and the vicariousachiever, and only afterwards, withdraws 

from the task she feels are alien to her nature. Ila Das is an example ofwomen‟s 

courage and strength when confronted by male dominance in terms of 

inheritanceand education which perpetuate dependency from her own 

experience. Ila Das realizes theimportance of education that will prepare women 

for the world outside of the home andthe need for women to look after their 

own wellbeing. By challenging male authority, IlaDas espouses the feminist 

cause through her conscious need to empower women, tries torestructure the 

lives of the poor and oppressed village women. The conflict between the needto 

withdraw in order to preserve one‟s wholeness and sanity and the need to be 

involved inthe painful process of life continues narrated in the „Fire on the 
Mountain‟. 

In another novel of Desai, „Clear Light of Day‟, Desai scripted the history of 

Delhi with a middle-classHindu family. Anita Desai presents an image of 

women which is totally divergent fromthe ones presented in her earlier novels. 

Like Anita Desai‟s other characters, Bim too is insearch of justification for her 

existence. The central character is Bim (Bimla) Das, a historyprofessor, an 
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independent woman. Bim is a superb creation of her artistic genius 

manifestingacute sensibility of an agonised woman.In this novel, Anita Desai 

seems to be more interested in discovering patterns of meaningthat come out of 

the apparent meaninglessness of life in a small family. The novel 

revolvesaround two sisters, Bim and Tara and their brother Raja. The parents in 

the family are mostly self-occupied and have little chance of showing soft 

feelings to children yet the remainingmembers of the family treat one another 

with enough love.Bim, who was always a very close sister to Raja and always 

held Raja in very highstream, is very deeply wounded by his desertion. She was 

a symbol of strength and care.She looked after Raja like a mother, when he 

suffered badly with tuberculosis. Anita Desai‟sanxiety as a writer is apparent in 

this novel too. Bim is an unmarried woman so free fromthe problems of an 

incompatible marriage. Traces in the life of Tara and herhusband Bakul. Tara 

had married to escape from the clutches of her claustrophobic family.She was 

submissive and impressionable girl. 

Conclusion 

Anita Desai‟s novels deal with women where they appear to be troubled and 

tormented asthe milieu in which they are placed. Theydoes not seem to be 

suited to their taste and aspirations.The life of Indian women was passive and 

dependent which was explored in all herselected novels. The most 

pertinentissue in her novels is the condition of the Indian women sequestered in 

a male dominantsociety. The women in her novels are extremely intense, they 

feel and live but are governedby a sense of fatality. In spite of that inability to 

maintain „contact‟ with the world, they aspireto seek harmony in it and move 

towards trying to achieve such harmony. Anita Desai‟s noveldoes not deal with 

the large movements of history but with the struggles of the human soul.Anita 

Desai has opened a new era in the domain of psychological portrayal of the 

character in her novels.It is a great skill and artistry that Anita Desia & her work 

has such an enthusiastic following everywhere.Focusing on Anita Desai‟s 

novels, the interlocking themes that emerge are women‟s suffering and 

women‟s struggle for emancipation and autonomy in patriarchal society and 

culture. The exploration of these novels leads us to the perspectives which 

opened up by feminist discourses enabled me to discern the next of the 

patriarchal control and its extraction of women‟s subservience. Desai‟s work 

does not rehearse traditional portrayals of women pleased to full fill the rolls 

expected of them by patriarchy both in the household and the public domain. 

Her female characters, self explains the state of oppression, suppression and 

self-determination. In her novels, it was found that the women are dislocated 

and displaced in the society. It was explored during this research paper that the 

women characters in her novels preferably try to escape from the undesirable 

experiences they mostly encounter in the domestic sphere. In this piece of 

research work wherein it was analysed that in both domestic sphere and in the 
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public sphere, women are subjected to varying degree of oppression and 

suppression. The final outcome of the novels leads me to the conclusion that 

these woman characters struggle for independence. It is worth mention that 

most of them have experienced various degree of self-determination but they 

are also haunted by the past memories and are isolated from the community. 

Women characters reflected in the novels of Anita Desai are the real reflections 

of the true status of the Indian women who are not able to achieve full liberation 

through their struggle against the dominant males in the patriarchal male  

chauvinism  society. 
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