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Introduction  

 

No library is perfect and sufficient to satisfy its clientele and unable to house all the collection 

required by the readers. It will be manifest that co-operation in every direction of library work 

will be conductive to proper book service and the allied service of supplying information which 

is now a day’s an essential part of a library work. Similarly all information and queries are not 

possible to be answered by the librarian in any library. Indeed information has to be gathered 

from different sources not only from other libraries and librarians of other organizations but also 

from other outside sources. Besides, each and every librarian has to try his best to make good 

book selection and to make the most of his limited book purchase grant. Library husband his 

sources on the principle of best books at least cost for largest number. Thus co-operation is 

needed at each and every stage of library work and service. The main principle of co-operation is 

to facilitate easy supply of materials to the readers without increasing the book budget and 

avoiding unnecessary delay and saving the reader’s time.  
 

Co-operation means to handle the work or operation with other help. No one is monarch and 

work single handled until unless he is helped by man or machine. 
 

An ideal library service would be one in which every book in any library would be available if 

needed, without delay or complexity.  Sometimes it is said that privatization of libraries cannot 

serve the readers fully and libraries may be nationalized. it will also be not a solution. Libraries 

should be given in the hands of the proper person organisation and then the government. 

Nationally library service is more useful for co-operative movement. All libraries are put in a 

network and co-operate each other in a automatic channel. System will have special reservoir of 

books wanted only sparingly central book collection based on local demands, co-operative 

buying, publicity methods, reading lists, bibliographical films and talking book collection. 
 



British library system and public library system in some of Indian states are the examples of            

co-operative effort in which every library is an independent unit but in a network co-operation. 

All the libraries have a union catalogue and master catalogue. 
 

The libraries of U.K. have been linked together, first into a services of regional group, which 

new cover nearly the whole kingdom with a storing library as the centre of each and finally by 

the creation of a National Central library which co-ordinates and assists. The whole work and 

binds it to a single unity. In India there is no such network at national level. The National 

network has many merits – 
 

 to supply on loan to libraries  

 to supply on loan to readers  

 to act as clearing house or exchange for mutual loans of such books between other 

libraries  

 to act as bibliographic centre for national and international purpose 

 to facilitate access of books and information about the books 
 

 

 

Library Extension Service  
 

Libraries are not only book issuing centre only. Its main purpose is to provide library service 

to its clientele residing in any corner of the area country. The public library plays a far more 

important role in society than what it did a century ago. No librarian can feel satisfied with 

the work that the library has been doing so far as book service and universal use of the library 

is concerned. Though a library has thousands of members, there will certainly be many in the 

region who are potential users but who may not know or care to know of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             Information / Book supplied to inter 

 

Library loan the existence of the library and the facility that the library offers other than those 

in the shape of book service. According to Mc Colvin, the phrase library extension is 

understood differently in different countries. It means the extension of the normal work of 

the library to other related and associated fields such as lectures, exhibitions, film displays, 

musical and dramatic activities etc. for children and adults. The proper function of the library 

is the development and enrichment of life in the entire community by bringing to all the 

people the books that belong to them. Library extension means that library services will 

reach more and more people. This important task is to be considered from two main aspects 

viz.; (a) the proper planning of National wide library service and its implementation (b) 

Expected practical problem to be overcome, especially in relation to library service to small 

communities and sparsely populated areas. This is a matter of applied librarianship of ways 

of doing the things made possible within the chosen framework or organization. The full use 

of libraries and of the books and other sources of information can only result when certain 

standards of education and social circumstances have been generally attained by the 

population. 

 

Libraries are potent factors in educational and social progress, and the higher the educational 

and social status of a community and its individual members, the more extensive and varied 

become the functions of library services. In India there is no formal policy to provide 

extension services. A plan should be drawn for development best related both to the present 

conditions of its book supply services and to the condition of its clientele. There are systems 

of management techniques and programme(s) of development which are most likely to prove 

effective, economical and constructive. 

 

Library increases its utility and conveys its message to its clientele and carry it to the doors 

of the non users of librarians. The library also keep in touch with the readers and never 

confine his activity to books and the printed material alone he will have to depend on various 

other aids to increase and extend the sphere of library activity. Thus the library today has 

become an integral part of the life of the citizen. In India libraries are just coming up and we 



ought to learn by the experience of the other countries and should avoid all the unwanted 

mistake they had committed to ensure our progress to be sound and quick, the librarians both 

in our country and for years together in the west that there are many in the community who 

do not use their libraries.  

 

In the developing countries there are few literates in the village and rural areas there is 

provision for the rich assortment of non- book materials i. e. recordings radio transcriptions 

motion picture filmstrips and lantern slides, television etc. which seem to offer a partial 

solution of the problem. The use of such non-book materials is new and we have to be 

cautions in judging their adaptability to our needs at first to act as lures to reading, but later 

on it was discouraged when circulation records failed to show immediate results. Audio 

visuals materials can never take the place of books. They should not be considered as devices 

for building up the circulation of books. They are useful in themselves, but not for 

stimulating much more reading of books. Neither should they be used merely to divert with 

sound and motion. They can enrich the library’s book services by supplementing them on 

take information and ideas to large numbers of people whom books are not reaching. By 

increasing the collection and intensity of the library “services library multiply its community 

contacts and increase its effectiveness” Audio visual material requires clear understanding of 

the effects they produce.  

 

The library has to provide materials for a lifetime reading which requires the library stock to 

be kept up to date. Readers may find the readers’ material regularly. Ambitious need readers 

books and always trace new books. All librarians of libraries have to realize that their 

libraries should be able to do more than meet the existing needs. They should be able to help 

to improve and extend their services. They should within their inevitable limits be a 

demonstration of the wealth range and variety of the world of books and encourage people to 

use them. Good book stock is an essential need and it is more important to have the books 

exploited or properly serviced. 

 

The main purpose of library extension is to make books useful to people and attract them for 

more reading and keep in touch with the library. Library management should understand the 

everyday routines and experienced staffing is obligatory. The importance of qualitative 

staffing is once more stressed.  

 

All library services should be as good as it is possible to make them. Inadequate libraries 

achieve little whereas good libraries can achieve almost anything. People will always use 

good libraries to the full only because they are useful both the people and the government 

will support those libraries that are both useful and in demand. 

 

Our authorities should be properly guided in their efforts to embark upon library provision or 

to develop services. In most of the developed countries where library systems have been 

establishment early there are eager critics anxious to remove limitations due to the accidents, 

mistakes, misconceptions, inherent in the process of growing up. Any sound library 

extension programme pays heed first to the conditions in which it must operate, secondly to 

the lessons of history and thirdly to certain basic principles, library extension is a process of 

creating and increasing library resources and of securing their use. A library system on a 



national library service cannot be built up overnight by the waving of a magic wand. The 

entire system is an organization which needs nurturing to enable it to grow up gathering 

strength and influence stage be stage. 

 

1 Understanding: A library service is projected or an existing one is to be improved 

people should visit and study existing services discuss ideals and objective with those 

concerned before they plan for their own purpose and should know what has been 

attempted and how. 

 

2 Staff:  There should be a provision of suitable staff. The staff determines both the rate 

and the quality of progress, sufficient suitable experienced and qualified personnel to 

man the libraries book services. 

 

Once the libraries are well established, the personnel must be recruited and trained 

specially for library work. It is essential to selecting the best available people on the 

basis of personal qualities abilities and sociability. Second librarian to other countries 

to study developed library services, to study condition, to attend library school 

course, to work in have learnt. Established state or national schools to train further 

personnel of various grades staffed by those sent abroad, perhaps with the assistance 

of teachers and experts, starting in service training and also evening classes for 

working librarians. 

 

All these process has three implications: (i) service agency is to be manned by some 

men with the maximum possible experience, (ii) must be the maximum mobility of 

staff, and (iii) must be closely related to the rate of staff production. Staff mobility in 

the library or one library to other libraries may be useful and give variety of 

knowledge, experience and efficiency leads to greater responsibility. Thus also 

enables to the staff to enjoy variety of work and acquire a wide understanding of the 

problems of library service and thus makes librarianship an attractive career. 

 

3 The invitation: Library staff should how desire to participate or the local initiative is 

very necessary. Any effective library service must be both suited to and the 

expression of the community rooted in the individual and the locality concerned it 

cannot be imposed from above but must be desired by the people and their 

governments, both local and state. Extension service should proceed step by step at 

the local regions and other centre(s) step by step. The rate of growth first, some next 

and so on. The extension work has to start and the best encouragement for other 

authorities. It is the local initiative and the desire of the people for better and more 

services that will decide the ultimate steps in introducing library extension 

programme(s). 

 

4 Eradication of illiteracy: Staff equipments and service points will be few or many 

according to the total resources available for distribution. Library services and 

extension work be more than the actual resource position can justly the result will 

never be encouraging as the inevitable result of such a process will mean the founding 

of many inadequate and useless libraries. It is truth that without adequate resource 



proper functioning of an useful service can never be feasible and hence on the 

furnishing of adequate resources all extension work will necessary depend. 

 

Libraries are of no use if there are no readers. There are people who can but won’t 

read and there is also another category of people who would like to read but are not 

equipped and hence cannot read. It is true where there is a high percentage of 

illiteracy it is useless to expect the same amount of library use. The literate population 

in illiterate areas will need more libraries and not less libraries, because their 

responsibilities as citizens and their opportunities as leaders and education is to be 

greater. The variety, quantity and the range of materials required will also be not very 

different in these two cases. Everywhere where there will ultimately be need for full 

library service points there should, as the extension programme develop, he 

collections of material appropriate for and attractive to the neoliterates. This aspect of 

provision of adequate literature according to the needs of the newly made literates is a 

special feature for all rural library centre(s). Our libraries are to work in close 

association with the other education agencies. 

 

Non-Book Materials 

 

Modern libraries are well equipped with non-book materials are providing service. The most 

important of such materials is phone records which have played a very important role in 

library extension work. The music discs or gramophone records, tape records now-a-days 

have been of a great variety like internet and E mail / commerce services are modern 

developments. 

 

The learning of Hindi and other Indian language in the same process may be experimented 

upon public libraries have begun to use wire or tape recordings of important broadcasts, local 

events and their own programme also. This practice is gradually being adopted in many of 

our libraries also.   

 

Motion Pictures 

 

One of the important media of mass communication is the motion picture. The use of this 

medium of mass contact has been very systematically done during the last two decades also 

with wonderful result. The latest trend is to run film libraries wherefrom local organizations 

may borrow films for display amongst their members. 

 

Libraries are most forward in adopting mechanical aids. One finds the use of films in all 

possible projects not only for discussion groups, but also for parents groups, young people’s 

organizations, libraries help other agencies to develop their own programme(s) by advising 

on the choice of film and by providing opportunities for pre-viewing. Film shows at hours 

convenient for busy people are weekly sometimes daily events in bigger libraries. Films 

along with other audio-visual aids have a very big future for library extension work in our 

country especially when illiteracy still plays a big part in public life in the rural.  

 

 



 


