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Society is an everlasting group of individuals bound together by some common purpose, common values, 

common frame of references and certain well defined relationships. Their activities supplement each other’s 

activities, the whole constituting a vital mechanism. MacIver defines society as, “A system of usages and 

procedures, of authority and mutual aid, of many groupings and divisions, of control of human behaviour 

and liberties”. 

A sound system of education is a catalytic agent, rendering three-pronged good to the society. It is powerful 

instrument for, (1) perpetuating social progress; (2) motivating social mobility; (3) exercising social control. 

Education is a process which helps in the achievement of purposeful living in the society and a society is a 

product of its social forces (castes, class, family etc.). In course of time its structure gets complex through 

process of social change. Education in this respect is a process which helps the members of the society to 

adopt the constantly changing aspect of society. 

     The society as a social system has its set goals which are attained through the process of integration and 

adaptation. Education has the potential to mould the society in the following ways- 

1. One of the premises of sociology is that the individual is born into situations resulting from the 

operation of forces- historical and contemporary. 

2. The individual in the process of his socialisation get himself identified with the structure and goals of 

the society. 

“A social system is a network or system of social interaction or more strictly a system of the actions of 

individuals-organised to carry out one or more essential tasks of a society”. 

The educational system that we find today in our country stems from the constitution and the historical 

character of educational aims in India- education though a state subject is based on the collaboration of 

central government and the state government. Different commission and educational policies surveyed the 

entire field of educational development and make a comprehensive review of the country’s educational 

system. The elementary education is the base of the system of education. The quality and size of this level 

substantially affect the higher secondary and the university education. In the changing perspective the role of 

higher education is to aim at cultivating the students for a “conduct of life “and impart them specialised expert 

training. The university in the country have their source of power and functions from various Acts of Central 

and State Legislature. 

     In the Indian context education today occupy a significant place in our national strategy which is directed 

towards the achievement of a democratic society which in its structure would be scientific, industrial- 

technological, but held up by the unit of linguistic regional sub-structure. They are structure units namely the 

states are required to identify themselves with all the Indian, societal structure of norms, values and goals. 

According to Clark: Educational system has a definite bearing on the society which possesses it. The relation of 

economy, social stratification, culture and social integration is closely linked with education.  

   According to M.S. Gore and others: The socialisation takes place with in the former system of education. 

Education system might primarily be looked upon as the agency for the transference and advancement of 

knowledge. Education is related to other aspects of social system, such as kinship, social stratification, and 

political organizational pattern of education; teacher-pupil relationship and student interaction. 

   Education plays an important role, direct or indirect, to bring present day Indian society and democracy in 

order in the following way:- 
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AIM OF EDUCATION 

(a) Development of the qualities of citizenship. 

(b) Development of vocational skill/competence. 

(c) Development of personality 

(d) Training for leadership. 

(e) National integration and International understanding etc. 

CURRICULUM 

Curriculum is the means for achievement of aims. Thus curriculum will have to be reconstructed to develop 

democratic values, feeling of justice and secular outlook. It should be the reflection of social life. The needs 

and aspirations of society should be realized by means of it. It should be the reflection of social life. It should 

be socio-centred. It should have flexibility and child centeredness. It should be based upon the needs of both 

(i) the individual and (ii) the society. It should include work experience, subjects of Science and Technology, 

Agriculture, Health and Physical Education, Moral Education, Knowledge of Humanities, Modern Indian 

language etc. Co-curricular activities should be provided in syllabus e.g. activities such as social service, 

debates, speeches, seminars, exhibitions, educational excursions, fair, cultural programmes, common prayers 

of all religion etc. should be included in the curriculum. In this way target of democracy, justice and secularism 

can be reached.  

TEACHING METHOD 

Teaching methods are integral part of education. They establish contact between the students and teacher 

suitable teaching methods should be selected to make teaching effective and durable knowledge to the 

students so that the aims of education can be achieved. It will make the child feel that he has sufficient and 

therefore, he should be scientific, psychological, dynamic and democratic. Thus Project Method and Dalton 

Plan are suitable because they are based on democratic principles. Other methods can also be modified a bit 

and made suitable. Other methods can also be modified a bit and made suitable. This effort of education is 

also important. 

SCHOOLS 

School is a miniature society. It imparts education by creating social environment within itself. Schools can only 

strengthen the roots of democracy, justice and secularism. School is a place where education is imparted to all 

without distinction. It is here that the socialisation of the child and his all-round development takes place. The 

whole environment of the school should be democratic. Students should be treated sympathetically and 

without any discrimination. Equality should be reflected in all the functions of the school. The school should 

make use of community resources. It should elicit requisite co-operation from the society and play the most 

effective role in the present social atmosphere. 

ROLE OF A TEACHER 

Teacher is an integral part of the process of education. He influences the entire society by his personality. Thus 

he should be a living model so that the students may emulate him. The teacher should have the following 

qualities- character, morality, honesty, truthfulness, knowledge of the subject, sympathetic attitude towards 

the child, secular outlook, support for justice and independence, democratic outlook etc. He should relate the 

subjects and co-curricular activities to democracy, justice and secularism while teaching the subject and 

organising the activities. Thus a teacher can contribute constructively for achievement of these targets. 

     We can thus conclude that education plays a positive and significant role in achieving the characteristics 

(features) of present day society. It can succeed in reaching the targets of democracy, justice and secularism 
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by changing its structure. Education plays a significant role in construction of democratic and socialistic 

society. Education is an effective instrument to bring about these changes. Education fulfils the requirement of 

social responsibilities. Education determines the structure of society. “If a major change has to be brought 

without any violent revolution, its only means is education. Other means can also help and sometimes they 

appear to have more effect. But the national system of education is the only means which reaches all 

individuals but is not a magic wand by rotating which all desires are fulfilled. It is difficult means to use 

which effectively needs strong will power, hard work and sacrifice. It is a fixed and tested means which 

other countries have used successfully for their development. This means can succeed in India as will”. 

Kothari commission 

CHARACTERISTICS OF EDUCATION SUB-SYSTEM 

The following are the characteristics of Education as a Social Sub-system: 

1. Education is a strong agent towards building a social individualism. It develops norms, values, 

knowledge, and understanding in an individual. 

2. It helps to mould the society. 

3. It studies the interaction system which emerges from the structure and functioning of human groups 

and also helps the child to understand educational affairs. 

4. Education system emerges as a result of the working of different institutions. 

5. Like, other institution, educational institution provides opportunities for meeting man’s need to pass 

on the desirable characteristics of his culture. It fulfils some human needs. 

6. It is through the school system that the younger generation acquires the values and norms of the 

society. The school is the place where the transference of values and norms takes place. 

7. Educational system involves an intricate (rigid) kind of control mechanism. 

8. Educational system is a sub-system off the total system of the society. 

9. Educational system sharpens the educational conceptualisation of tools and techniques enrich the 

discipline and gives new illumination towards the solution of educational problems. 

Education is the basic tool of human development; no society can develop in its absence. It is evident that the 

form of sub-social systems of society depends on one another, and consequently theyare in conformity with 

one another. Yet another fact that is mentionable in this regard is that when these sub-social systems are not 

in conformity, the social system if the society is broken down. 

The time-honoured three functions of education, viz. conservative, transitive and progressive, help us in 

preserving the worthwhile social patterns for the rising generation as well as motivating this generation to 

adopt new pattern in order to remain dynamic and forward-looking. 

No enjoyment and not sorrow, 

                         Is our destined end or ways? 

                         But to act that each tomorrow, 

                        Find us farther than today. 

                                         Longfellow 

 

ECONOMY AND EDUCATION 
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Meaning and Definition of Economy 

The basic needs of man are basically food, clothing and shelter. As the human civilization developed, the 

human needs also increased. These needs are met by agriculture, trade and industry. The right over these 

sources of livelihood depends on the type of government in a country. In a country, the means of income may 

be under the people, society (state) or both. 

 The economic system that is formed from the type of sources of income and the right of the people or 

state over these sources is called its economy. In the terminology of economics it is called the economic 

system. It can be defined as: 

By economy is meant the sources of income of the state of the extent of the right of the state on the basic 

sources of income of the state. 

Types of Economy 

  Depending on the sources of income, we can say that economy has three forms- agricultural economy, 

industrial economy and commercial economy. Depending on the economic structure, there are also three 

forms of economy- capitalistic economy, socialistic economy and mixed economy. But nowadays only two 

types of economy are in vogue- socialistic and mixed. 

Impact of Economy on Education 

The economy of the state has its influence on education in direct and indirect forms, both. The first thing is 

that the type of economy of a state determines the type of education in it. Secondly, the more abundant and 

higher are the natural resources and human resources and the more they are used, the more economic 

development takes  place in that state and the more can be spent on its education. 

1. Economy and Administration of Education: Because in a socialistic economy, the state has control 

over all sources of income, so the complete responsibility of arrangement of education lies with the 

state. On the other hand in a mixed economy, some fields of income fall under the public sector, 

while some are under the private sector, so arrangement of education is the responsibility of both of 

these. Of course, the responsibility and right concerning the educational policy formulation and its 

administration lie with the state. 

2. Economy and Aims of Education: The better the quality of education in a society or state, the more 

economic development it has, and the broader is the form if education in it, and wider are the aims of 

education in it. In the lack of sources of income and economic prosperity, the state is unable to 

arrange proper education for the children. 

3. Economy and Curriculum of Education: The economic development of a state depends on its 

economy, and accordingly the curriculum of education in it is wider or narrower. In the agricultural 

societies, more emphasis is laid on agricultural education; in the industrial states more emphasis is 

laid on commercial education, and in the commercial states more emphasis is laid on commercial 

education. 

4. Economy and Methods of Teaching: At present, experimental methods are preferred to the oral 

methods, so resourceful laboratories and workshops are needed. And for the arrangement of 

distance education, the means of mass communication are needed. All this is possible only in 

economically prosperous countries only. 

5. Economy and Discipline:In a socialistic economy, the state has control over all aspects of citizens, 

including education; so harsh control is imposed there. On the contrary, in the states having mixed 

economy, a balance between freedom and discipline is established. 
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6. Economy and Teacher and Student:The better is the economy of a state, the more economic 

development it has, the more importance is given to the teachers and they command higher status in 

the society. All children get education in economically developed states, while in backward states only 

the rich are able to arrange education for their wards. 

7. Economy and School:We are well aware that education is fully arranged by the state in a socialistic 

economy; consequently, the form of school depends on the will of the state, whether high or low. In a 

mixed economy, education is arranged by the state and private organizations, both; they compete 

with each other and the level of the schools rises continuously. 

8. Economy and Other Aspects of Education:The states with good economic condition are able to 

arrange mass education, adult education, lifelong education, and those with not so good economic 

condition hardly manage to arrange general education for their children. 

 

 

CULTURE AND EDUCATION 

         Meaning and Definition of Culture 

       Education is not just about conventional school curriculum or standards or testing. What we resolve to do   

in school only makes sense when considered in the broader context of what the society intends to accomplish 

through its educational investment in the young. How one conceives of education is a function of how one 

conceives of culture and its aims, professed and otherwise. 

                      Culture shapes mind, it provides us with the toolkit by which we construct not only our worlds but 

our very conceptions of ourselves and our powers. 

The culture can be defined as follows: 

By culture of a society is meant that specific lifestyle, form of its eating manners, behavioural norms, 

conduct and thought, customs and traditions, art and skill, music and dance, language and literature, 

religion and philosophy and ideals, beliefs and values of the society in which it has faith and which are the 

marks of its identity. 

Forms of Cultures 

The task of classifying the culture of the world into specific classes is next to impossible but in the context of 

education, we can divide them broadly into two classes: spiritual cultures and materialistic cultures. 

Spiritual cultures as can be easily understood are based on specific religions, where all aspects of people are 

dominated by religion whereas; materialistic cultures are governed by the materialistic aspect on people. 

Impact of Culture on Education 

It is quite evident that there was time when culture and religion had the dominating influence on the 

education of any society, but as of now it is the political system that plays the key role; still the culture of the 

society has its influence on it, more or less. 

1. Culture and Aims of Education: Every society has its own culture and it desires to train its offspring in 

it. This is the reason that one of the aims of education in any society is the cultural development. This 

fact is no more hidden that special emphasis is laid on character and moral development aim if 

education in the society having spiritual culture and in the society having materialistic culture more 

emphasis is laid on the aim of occupational development of education. 
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2. Culture and Curriculum of Education: Fundamental general education of every society gives place to 

the language, literature, philosophy, behavioural norms, music and dance styles and arts and skills in 

its curriculum. 

3. Culture and Methods of Teaching: We can see that the teaching methods that had developed 

basically in the culture of a society, they are being used in its education in some measure even today. 

For example, the lecture method developed in the education of the Hindu society and the learning by 

rote in the Muslim society in old times are being still used in the education of these societies; this is 

another thing that now other psychological methods are also used in them. 

4. Culture and Form of Discipline: This fact is known to everybody that discipline is taken as the innate 

faculty in the religious cultures, while it is taken in the form if only external order in the materialistic 

cultures. Its direct effect can be seen on the concept of discipline in the field of education and on the 

methods of realizing it. 

5. Culture and Teacher and Student: In religious cultures, a teacher is regarded as a learned and ideal 

person, so he is given a high place in the educational field; while in the materialistic societies, he is 

regarded as a knowledgeable and communicator of knowledge; so he is regarded as such in the field 

of education also. Both these look at student as a curious person desirous of getting knowledge; but 

in religious cultures he is placed under the strict discipline of the teachers and in the materialistic 

societies, he is given freedom to some extent. 

6. Culture and Form of School: The schools are the representatives of the society. This is another thing 

that the ideal form of the society is presented in them. So it is natural for their form to be according 

to the culture of the society. This is another thing that in present scenario their form depend more on 

the political system if the society or nation. 

7. Culture and Other Aspects of Education: This fact is not novel at all that the cultures with acute class 

discrimination have this discrimination manifested in their education in more of less degree, 

irrespective of the type of political system they may have. This is the reason that spiritual cultures, 

opportunities of education are not provided equally to everyone. In materialistic cultures deed and 

note fate are given prominence. 

Education is intimately bound with the intellectual, emotional, cultural and social life of the human race, 

on the one hand it enables the individual to realise the qualities with which he is endowed and on the 

other hand it gives him the realization that all human beings share the common culture, which contributes 

to the common good. In the words of Addison, “Education, when it works on a noble mind, draws out to 

view every latent virtue and perfection”. 

Education not only trains the young for their future roles in society in a mechanical way, but also makes 

them loyal opposition and constructive critics of the society when it falls short of its own values and ideals 

and tend to become rigid and stagnant. Brembech correctly upheld that, “Education is corrective for the 

cultural ills”. 
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