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ABSTRACT 

The educational philosophy of Gandhiji was not a product of rigorous research into the education 

initiatives of the current or ancient India or abroad. The theoryof teaching is exclusive, novel, 

and epochal. It arose from his broad and extensive knowledge of his country's political, social, 

and economic life. In Gandhi's educational thoughts, knowledge must be linked to action and 

practical experience. His educational ideas envision a tight connection of the community and the 

school in adirection to make kids more outgoing and cooperative. The first attempt by Mahatma 

Gandhi to develop an indigenous philosophy of education in British India. As a statesman, he 

recognized that the British schooling system could not satisfy the socioeconomic demands of the 

country. As a consequence, he created an all-encompassing educational strategy for the whole 

country. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi is regarded as a pragmatic idealist. His own encounters and the 

formulation of his principles serve as the foundation for all of his actions and thoughts. His 

views and philosophy are influenced by both Indian and international sources. Gandhiji did, in 

fact, have an open mind, autonomous thinking, and an interconnected way of living. His life is 

his message, and it is rich with philosophical milestones in the field of education for the present 

era of "knowledge, information technology, and globalisation." Gandhian education philosophy 

focuses around a few essential outlines. These appear to be fundamental philosophical 

viewpoints with a timeless quality to them(Bajaj, 2010).  

Gandhi's Basic Education proposal has received the most attention. It seeks to develop the entire 

human psyche. His main priority is on,“the 3'H's, or Head, Heart, and Hands, rather than the 3 

R's, or Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic. For Gandhi, proper development of the mind, heart, 

and soul are required for a satisfying educational system." "In his programme, vocational training 

or job experience played a vital role since he wanted education to be sensitive to the 

socioeconomic needs of the Indian community." Perhaps this was among the factors for his 

dislike of book-oriented/central schooling at the detriment of artisan education(Allen, 2007).  

Gandhi envisioned Basic Education as a means of generating self-sufficient and responsible 

people. To reclaim India's lost pride and status, Gandhi's value-oriented educational principles 

must be reemphasized. Education program should be both enriching in value and filed with 

information. "The primary requirement of the hour is to eradicate illiteracy and expand education 

so that the population of the twenty-first century might be awake and educated." Gandhiji 

understood that the only way to save the nation at that time was to revitalize rural economic 

activity and link education to it. The education system... was to be centered on village 

professions. The youngster was supposed to be trained as a producer(Katrak,1989).  

Gandhi stated that he discovered his fundamental teaching approach while conducting 

educational experiments at Tolstoy Farm, where he studied shoemaking from his colleague 

Kallenbach, who was schooled in a Trappist convent. He stressed that what he proposed was not 

the teaching of certain handicrafts alongside so-called liberal education after telling us about the 

basis of these notions. He desired that all education be delivered via some form of handicraft or 



industry. This is the crucial statement to that we need to pay close attention. Gandhi thought that 

in the mediaeval periods, when education was focused on skill, there was little effort made to 

develop the mind of the student.As a result, he pushed for the teaching of the entire science and 

art of a craft via practical training, as well as the teaching of the entire education(Altbach, 1971). 

Figure 1 shows the three major dimensions of Gandhian Philosophy of education.  

 

Figure 1 Dimensions of Gandhian Philosophy on Education  

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The foresighted supervision of Mahatama Gandhi, who endeavored wholeheartedly and 

devotedly to solve the problem of developing a system of education that will be in line with the 

brilliance of the Indian people, and to tackle the issue of mass education in a realistic and timely 

manner. Gandhiji's educational system attempted to remove the attitude of inferiority instilled in 

the minds of "native Indians." "The need for an education system other than the one brought by 

the colonial force was, from the outset, an important component of India's fight." Knowledge 

will therefore become tied to existence, and its many parts will be linked with one another. The 

school, according to Gandhi, was an established forum of the society where the education of the 

category encourages should take place. This sense of belonging must be infused into the blood of 

the new India for them to return to their origins and confirm them more powerfully in the ever-



changing global landscape. Furthermore, we must teach our children to travel on any road rather 

than building roads for them(Ezer, 2006).  

Gandhi's ideas on education are a vital part of his whole worldview. His educational perspective 

is founded on biology, sociology, psychology, and philosophy. Gandhiji's deepest wish was for 

every Indian to be taught, but by "literate," he did not mean just knowing the ability to write 

and read did not regard literacy as a form of education. He stated, "Literacy is neither the end nor 

the beginning of education. It is merely one method of educating both men and women." He felt 

that education must help a young onedevelop all of his or her abilities so that he or she might 

become a full human being which signifies complete development of the child's body, intellect, 

heart, and spirit(Prasad, 2001).  

Gandhi believed that education should fully and harmoniously develop a child's uniqueness so 

that he might discover the goal of life, which really is truth or God. Gandhiji defined education 

as the all-around development of the finest magnificent traits found inside a baby and man, in 

body, mind, and soul. In explaining the significance of learning. Gandhiji pushed for education 

to develop all human traits in a kid. This schooling cannot be called good if it does not prepare a 

child to be a fully human and valuable citizen. Thus, Gandhiji defines education as the creation 

of a full or ideal individual(Bala, 2005).  

The peaceful development of all four components of personality—body, heart, intellect, and 

soul—is signified by "full man." So, real education, according to Gandhiji, is one that reflects 

and inspires a child's spiritual, mental, and physical capacities. This schooling cannot be called 

good if it does not prepare a child to be a fully human and valuable citizen. Thus, Gandhiji 

defines education as the creation of a full or ideal individual. The peaceful development of all 

four components of personality—body, heart, intellect, and soul—is signified by "full man." So, 

real education, according to Gandhiji, is one that reflects and inspires a child's spiritual, mental, 

and physical capacities(Dongre, et. al, 2008).  

Preliminary Education for Early modern India represents the first plan for an employment 

centered, real worth, and oriented for mass as a national educational system. It is India's 

pioneering model of school cationization.In Gandhi's educational program, knowledge must be 

linked to action and practical experience. His educational program envisions a tight connection 



of the community and the school in order to make children more sociable and cooperative. The 

first attempt by Mahatma Gandhi to establish an indigenous educational curriculum in British 

India. As a statesman, he understood that the British system of education could not satisfy the 

socioeconomic demands of the country.He concluded that under According to the educational 

philosophy of Gandhi, knowledge must be linked to movement and experience in the field. His 

educational program envisages a tight integration of schools and communities in attempt to make 

children more socially aware and accommodating(Tamatea*, 2005).  

Gandhiji's classification of Nai Talim phases. Gandhi made a groundbreaking idea in the Nai 

Talim initiative, flipping the conventional school system on its head with his educational course. 

This New Learning has been dubbed "Life Education." It is a revolutionary education that raises 

the standard of education. Its main philosophy is to emphasizes on the   fundamental learning 

(craft, skills work). Gandhiji's fundamental education emphasizes child's academic, mental, 

emotional, and moral development via craftsmanship. Children learn with fun and knowledge via 

a variety of activities that develop their mental aptitude and potential. Nai-talim assists pupils in 

becoming self-sufficient and realizing the value of child labour, i.e., only a kid works, not labour, 

which implies that a child should comprehend the value of labour, equal effort for everyone, and 

no gender discrimination(Blair, 1980).  

All labour is equivalent for boys and girls; simply modify the societal approach and incorporate 

the new notion, "Cooking for guys and playing for females." Naitalim is just a method of 

teaching a youngster to be self-sufficient. Nai Talim promotes rural students' growth and self-

realization toward personal earning work, as well as the path to achievement where they stand 

independently. Emphasizes the role of individuals in making it a habit for people to live life with 

enough money The term is interpreted by Nai Talim as new features, new inventiveness, new 

approaches, innovative solutions, new style, new habits, new invention, and active learning. Nai 

Talim reflects Gandhi's fundamental education(Colucci‐ Gray, et. al, 2006). 

Only activity-based education is the goal and philosophy of education. It is critical to improve 

the means of education, syllabus, and teaching methods through the Nai Talim and Naya-Abhyas 

schemes. Nai-Talim is a blend of knowledge and work, and this notion is translated with 

Gandhiji's fundamental education. Gandhijis kept their philosophy alive via basic education, and 



they wish to improve and implement policies and techniques in all levels of education where 

children are motivated to study(Chhokar, 2010).  

The first level of the educational philosophy is thus adult education, which is the schooling of the 

entire community as well as eachmember for a pleasant, vigorous, spotless, and 

independentpresence. The period two is pre-primaryteaching, or schooling for kids under the age 

of seven. Physically nurture, medicinal treatment, individual and communal sanitation and 

wellness, self-helps, sociological exercise, imaginative pursuits (both at work and at play), 

speech training, mathematical sense development, study takes place, art and music are all part of 

the pre-basic education curriculum. The third stage is an eight-year basic education curriculum 

both girls and boys here between seventh and fifteenth class. The goals for the program are 

comprehensive syllabuses suggested for this stage of schooling are described further in the 

article. The fourth level is post-basic education. Post-basic education should naturally lead 

moreover to the duties of grownup family situation or to one of the regular prolific 

jobs(Mehta,2011).  

CONCLUSION  

The Gandhian concept of education is perfect since it is both affordable and practical in its 

implementation. It is the most effective technique for providing general education. As Gandhi 

explicitly points out, provisions should be made to meet the requirements of those with abilities. 

We discovered certain critical features of his educational philosophy, notably psychological, 

physical development, social, and economic dimensions. Furthermore, basic education is 

cooperative since it strives to incorporate the individual into society in a cooperative attitude. Its 

ramifications are likewise nonviolent(Takwale, et. al, 2010).  

The physical, mental, and spiritual development of individuals are to be reached by nonviolent 

ways. Truth is also elevated in primary schooling. The absolute standard of truth and kindness 

may assist honorable causes in this noble mission of teaching. These are the key advantages of 

basic education. In current times, Gandhian basic education may be a valuable tool for the 

formation of greater citizenship. Gandhi's educational concept must be implemented in order for 

the human spirit to thrive in its highest form(Schugurensky, & Myers, 2003). 
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