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ABSTRACT 

All philosophers have always found the field of education to be fascinating because it gives them 

an opportunity to give their ideas or visions concrete form, and Krishnamurti is no different. J. 

Krishnamurti is deeply concerned about education and believes that creating an integrated 

person—one who is physically active, fearless, has true values, is intelligent, creative, has good 

aesthetic sense, chooses the right vocation—will lead to personality wholeness and the creation 

of a new social order.Krishnamurti promoted a culture of no-competition, qualitative or 

formative assessment, integrated syllabus and teaching methods, interconnected educators, 

relatively small schools, experience-based learning, respect for and sensitivity to nature, and the 

maintenance of courage and stimulating learning environments in order to create such an 

integrative and holistic personality. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Krishnamurti's primary focus as a philosopher of education cannot be disputed. To express this, 

no deconstruction is necessary. He is that because of his lessons, which centre on education. 

Krishnamurti has been a popular "topic" for academic research as a philosopher of education, 

inspiring a few doctoral dissertations. This is crucial in light of the fact that philosophy of 

education, along with philosophy and the majority of humanistic studies generally, is not a 

thriving academic discipline in our nation. Programs on education theory and philosophy also 

include Krishnamurti as a significant contributor to educational thought. However, these are 

merely commonplaces. If one were to recognise the genuine value of K's teachings to the body of 

information and perceptions that we refer to the philosophy ofeduction in depth and detailed 

manner(Vedaparayana, 2002). 

The concerns raised by Krishnamurti regarding education, including the role of knowledge in 

learning, liberation and self-control, learning from nature, the importance of visual and auditory 

interaction and observation, comparing and competition, are so pervasive that they have been 

discussed in the past by a number of educational thinkers. Because he approached them in regard 

to their underlying philosophical implications rather than as educational issues per se, 

Krishnamurti was able to achieve greatness. Additionally, he did not view them as a collection of 

unrelated concerns but rather as a component of a whole that was related to achieving the 

summum bonum, or the absolute, pure vision of goodness and truth. This provides a solid 

philosophical foundation for his educational teachings(Kobbekaduwa, 1993). Figure 1 presents 

the core values of J Krihnamurti’s vision of education:  

learning, liberation and self-control, learning from nature, the importance of visual and auditory 

interaction and observation, comparing and competition 



 

Figure 1 J Krishnamurti’s Vision of Education 

Source: Author  

The topical and contemporary nature of Krsihnamurti's educational concerns can provide the 

philosopher's mill with the necessary feed. It seems that a relatively small group of people are 

currently engaged in this intellectual activity. The challenges presented, however, are anything 

except sectarian; rather, they represent the universal worries of everyone who has an interest in 

the education of children and the welfare of society. For instance, the distortion of the 

"knowledge purpose" in schools, the threat that virtual reality would replace education from 

environment under the thrill of IT, and the disregard for children as a stage that is inherently 

good are all legitimate, global concerns. The fact that awareness has been drawn to these issues 

and the beginning momentum has been given for their wider discussion is to the credit of those 

involved in Krishmamurti's educational activity(Krishnamurti, 2010).  

To put into practice what he preached, JidduKrishnamurty built his own educational institutions, 

joining the likes of Rabindranath Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi, Swami Vivekanand, and others. He 

urged that youngsters at his educational institutions have a proper education in order to develop 

into religious human beings—according to his definition of religion, of course. He wanted these 

institutions to serve as locations where people may learn about living a life that is not focused on 
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enjoyment or self-centered pursuits but rather on the comprehension of right conduct, the depth 

of relationships, and the sanctity of a religious life. These locations ought to be reserved for the 

wise. Education should arouse the potential for self-awareness rather than only encouraging 

indulgent self-expression.Regardless of how much it contributes to a future utopia, the 

appropriate kind of education is not concerned with ideologies. It is not based on any system, no 

matter how well thought out it may be, and it is not a technique for moulding the person in a 

particular way.True education aids in the development of the person's freedom, maturity, and 

capacity for enormous love and goodness. Instead of shaping the child into some idealisedmould, 

that really is what we ought to be focused on. This brilliant instructor believed that the primary 

goal of school was to help children grow cognitively so they could know themselves. Education 

should enable one to experience mental independence and courage(Menezes, 1996).  

Understanding life requires understanding oneself, which is both the start and the goal of 

education. Krishnamurti believed that in addition to discovering a person's true nature and most 

profound qualities, every individual also has a special profession that requires to be identified. 

Krishnamurti believed that failing to pursue one's true passion is the worst kind of deprivation, 

particularly if doing so is necessary in order to achieve success or other cultural aspirations. 

Finding one's natural vocation and figuring out what one truly enjoys doing may not fit into 

society's or one's parents' goals, but they are crucial components of making inferences of 

themselves and, thus, of education.Most people assume that education is a planned activity with 

predetermined objectives. How can Krishnamurti's statement that "truth is a pathless land...it 

cannot be organised" and his enthusiastic support of education and founding of several 

institutions make sense? K's positioning of learning in the active, existentialist, living now and 

conception of education as a shared discovery by the instructor and learner resolve the seeming 

contradiction(Thapan, 2007).  

Krishnamurti views education as a self-fulfilling experience with inherent value rather than 

through the lens of a reformer who views it as a tool to achieve this or that goal. "To bring about 

a mind that would not only act in the immediate but go beyond...a mind that is exceptionally 

alive, not with knowledge, not with experience, but alive," he claimed was the purpose of 

education. "Creating the correct climate in the school for the child to fully develop as a whole 

human being is more important than making the youngster technologically skilled," Giving him 



"the chance to flourish in goodness, so that he is related appropriately to people, things, and 

ideas, to the whole of life" is what is meant by this (On Education) (Boutte, 1996).  

LITERATURE REVIEW 

One of the main ways to put a concept or thinking into practise is through education. Therefore, 

practically all philosophers, including Krishnamurti, have taken this approach to bring their 

theory to life, including Rabindranath Tagore, Gandhi, Dewey, Ivan Illich, and Maria 

Montessori. Krishnamurti's experiments have given his ideas a tangible embodiment. 

Krishnamurti's educational perspective is known as "Right Education" or "Right Kind of 

Education" since he believes that the current educational system is flawed or ineffective. 

Krishnamurti talks about Krishnamurti's Appropriate Education, which is comprised of the right 

atmosphere, appropriate functions of education, correct curriculum, right teaching strategies, 

right teachers, and right school.He was not a teacher in the traditional sense of the word because 

he lacked the professional credentials to advance or disseminate educational thought or practise. 

He has nevertheless become the most well-known critic of concepts, presumptions, and 

repressive practises in education. He has had a long-lasting influence on education and schooling 

around the world by providing many educational concepts a new importance and dimension 

(Yadava, 2015).  

For him, education is much more than just passing tests and landing better jobs, posts, and pay. It 

goes beyond only achieving academic success; rather, it is more all-encompassing and 

incorporates a person's harmonious inner and exterior development. Helping someone develop 

into compassion and kindness will enable them to coexist peacefully with all other living things. 

The word "flourishing" in this context refers to the development of an individual's consciousness 

in their interactions with others.He was extremely critical of contemporary education, in 

particular its objectives, procedures, content, and physical structure of educational institutions. 

Commenting on how theory-heavy education is, he claims that contemporary education delivers 

an increasing variety of concepts and facts without fostering a knowledge of the entirety of 

human experience. It does little to assist us in identifying our unique mission, turning us into 

mindless beings.His fundamental criticism of modern education is that it places an excessive 

exclusive and emphasis on technique while ignoring human factors. While highlighting the 

drawbacks of modern schooling, Krishnamurti adds: "Our technical advancement is great, but it 



has merely expanded our capacity to destroy one another, and there is poverty and suffering in 

every place"(Pandey, 2013).  

According to Krishnamurti, education is a process of cultivating a "holy consciousness." 

Krishnamurti described, the sacred is the basis of everything. Because it is the source of all 

things, everything that is irreducible or cannot be divided into more basic components is 

considered to be sacred. All things are components of a single, cohesive whole, and that cohesive 

whole is revered. Only a religious mind would be able to comprehend the unified whole in its 

entirety. When we discuss the religious mind, we will reject the entirety of religion since it is 

completely meaningless and wrong. It has nothing to do with any organised religion or ideology. 

Instead, it is investigative and truth-seeking(Roy, 1992).  

Krishnamurti expressed a strong displeasure with the modern educational system and the 

improper functions that were growing more and more prevalent every day. He vehemently 

attacked the educational system in place where children were only evaluated on the basis of their 

grades and degrees; they were only honoured for their positions or professions, such as doctor or 

engineer; and they were only taught how to support themselves, which is not true learning.It 

aims to consistently teach the child how to view every experience in life as a teaching 

opportunity, regardless of whether it involves achievement, failure, anxiety, conflict, jealously, 

or disappointment. The development and full development of the religious mind should be the 

goal of education(Banga, 2014).  

Krishnamurti says that education entails more than just learning "simple procedures or a talent; it 

also involves educating a person to live in harmony with great art. That implies that holistic 

education encompasses not only technology knowledge but also the vast, limitless sphere of the 

psychology. "Education involves a holistic approach to life, cultivating the brain 

technologically... and also developing the brain to be free of its own petty little self," the author 

continues. The phrase "petty little self" here refers to a mind that is small-minded and incapable 

of understanding the big picture because it is filled with hatred, jealously, rage, fear, and other 

negative emotions. Therefore, in order to have a clear, critical, innovative, and integrative 

perspective, one must be free of all dogmas, psychological obstacles, pressure, fears, disputes, 

and set patterns.And the correct kind of education is the kind that encourages such a right 

viewpoint(Krishnamurti, 2009).  



By promoting the proper type of education, he stated that "only such education can establish a 

new culture and a peaceful world." The proper type of education "means the waking of 

intelligence, the cultivation of an integrated existence." And "to bring about right education, we 

obviously need to understand the meaning of life as a whole, and for that we need to be able to 

think, not consistently, but directly and truly" because education, in the real sense, is the 

knowledge of one's own because the entirety of existence is assembled within each and every 

one of us(Karve, 2016).  

The current state of the globe is one of crises, war, environmental disaster, polarising thought, 

terrorism, and hatred. It appears that political solutions are ineffective. Maybe the only way to 

deal with these pressing issues is through a fundamental transformation in society. Only when 

the young are given the proper education can such a significant change take place. Our 

educational system has completely failed to instil in us a sense of global communal responsibility 

for our existence. To live in communion and peace with nature and the environment, as well as 

to create a sustainable world, it is necessary to instil the proper education in our system. He 

presented his unconventional and original perspective on education, which he dubbed "Right 

education," out of resentment at all these widespread effects of education on life and 

society(Kneupper, 2012).  

According to him, receiving a proper education entails truly comprehending the value of life as a 

whole. Its sole purpose is to support people in always being genuine to themselves. The suitable 

atmosphere must be created for the child in order for him to grow into a fully realised human 

being, providing him the chance to blossom in love and kindness so that he is properly attached 

to other people, things, and ideas throughout all of life. This is the appropriate kind of education 

that empowers us to care for humanity. According to Krishnamurti, "any change in the world 

needs to be designed with proper education, not just for the children but more significantly for 

the educators and parents"(Abboud, 2013).  

CONCLUSION 

To address all of these challenges, Krishnamurti proposed a different understanding of 

educational goals, content, and techniques, as well as their execution in practise. But sadly, his 

ideas were either rejected as unworkable or misinterpreted in a limited way. This is possibly 



because, in an era when many were enthused about a secular society, he saw education as a 

process of cultivating a "religious mind." Krishnamurti may have believed that the religious 

mind is more than just the definition of the term; rather, it is a conscious mind that is scientific, 

inquisitive, and seeking the truth.The most important thing today is to see, comprehend, and 

evaluate Krishnamurti's educational philosophy in light of the current situation. In terms of the 

ability of education to transform society, it would appear that Krishnamurti's involvement with 

education, particularly his focus on the connection between education and society, is of utmost 

importance.In addition to outlining the correct course to take, Krishnamurti's ideas offer potential 

solutions to the problems that are firmly ingrained in today's educational system. It has been 

determined to be sound from a psychological, social, and spiritual standpoint. Additionally, it 

offers adequate pedagogical assistance. His educational philosophy suggests a new way of 

thinking about education as well as a new way of living. Such foundations make for a developing 

and dynamic plan(Haynes, 2007).  
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