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Abstract:
Public Private Partnership describes a spectrum of possible relationships between
public and private sectors for the cooperative provision of infrastructure services. A welfare
state has a much expanded role ensuring its citizens basic services as education, health
services and public utilities like road, power and water supply etc. As the governments want
to improve costs and expedite delivery of public services, they are resorting to various kinds
of partnerships between the state, industry and the civil society.
The access to education needs to be considerably improved if we are to catch up with
the burgeoning demands from various sectors. Public-Private Partnership in education sector
in India is needed so that both quality of education and access to schooling to all children is
ensured.
Himachal Pradesh is a developed State having achieved significant progress in socioeconomic sectors in the recent years. The study entitled “PPP in technical education sector- A
study of Himachal Pradesh” is based on both primary and secondary data sources. The
sample size for primary data collection was 50 which included various industries, officials of
various departments, Boards and offices of the Government of Himachal Pradesh. The
analysis was subsequently done and recommendations were made that will go a long way in
further policy formulation and implementation at the government level.
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Public-Private Partnership in Technical Education-A Study of ITIs of
Himachal Pradesh1

Introduction
Public Private Partnership describes a spectrum of possible relationships between
public and private sectors for the cooperative provision of infrastructure services. The only
essential ingredient is some degree of private participation in the delivery of traditionally
public domain services. Private actors may include private businesses, as well as nongovernmental organizations and community-based organizations.
In the new millennium, as India grows from strength to strength, there is an imminent
need for introspection as to whether all segments of society are able to gain from its growth
and achieve a better quality of life. In this context, the synergies that have developed over
time between the corporate sector and the rural economy need to be strengthened. The
Government of India is doing a yeoman‟s service in the direction of rural development. The
efforts of government need to be supplemented by that of the industrial establishments. There
are many industrial houses which are directly or through Social Welfare Foundations set by
them, have taken active interest in undertaking significant projects for empowerment of rural
masses in the vicinity of their operations.
Owing to constrained investment, theeducation sector is unable to cope with growing
market demand and global competition. Increased private investment is thus imperative to
expand infrastructure and provide greater access to quality higher education in India. Various
reports have emphasised that PPPs could be an effective mechanism for attracting much
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needed private sector investment in the Indian Higher education system without diluting the
regulatory oversight of the Government and other regulators.

Selection of the Problem
Himachal Pradesh, one of the fastest emerging states of India, is offering tremendous
investment and business opportunities to the industrial houses. Today, in Himachal there are
about 34835 Industrial Units with an investment of about Rs. 6432.40 crores and employment
of about 2.13 lakh persons registered with the Department of Industries.(Himachal, 2009) Of
these 34835 Industrial Units, 375 are Medium & Large Scale Units and 34460 Small Scale
Units.
The Government of India has allocated INR 850 billion for higher education in the
11th Five Year Plan. However, considering that the Planning Commission has identified a
resource gap of INR 2.2 trillion, it is unlikely that the Government alone can address
infrastructure

needs

in

the

higher

education

sector

in

the

near future. In the case of education, PPP has been proposed as an important strategy in the
Eleventh Five Year Plan.
The Government of Himachal Pradesh is putting in a lot of efforts to achieve socioeconomic development in the state. But the efforts of the government need to be
supplemented by the financial resources, managerial skills and technical expertise possessed
by the private sector. The resource crunch of the state can be met out by the philanthropic
works and social initiatives of the corporate houses. There are many big industrial units in the
state which are already contributing towards socio-economic development in different ways.
Moreover, there is a great likelihood that because of the entry of various big industries and
greater realization within the industrial units to cater to their social responsibilities, many
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more initiatives might be undertaken by the industries in the social sectors especially
education.
There are 98 Government ITIs and 129 Private ITIs in Himachal Pradesh provoding
vocational education to the youth. Out of these, 32 ITIs have been upgraded under the PPP
scheme. Some other ITIs have also been adopted by the industries as a part of their CSR
initiatives.
It is with this background that an attempt has been made to conduct an exhaustive
study of the Public-Private Partnership in Technical Education-A Study of ITIs of Himachal
Pradesh

Objectives of the study

The study is undertaken with the following objectives:
a)

to analyze the contribution of the industrial sector towards Public Private Partnership

in Technical Education in Himachal Pradesh.
b)

to recommend new modes of synchronizing the efforts of public and private sector to

bring about development.

Hypothesis
Industrial sector has been significantly contributing towards Technical Education sector in
India through PPP and as a part of their CSR initiatives.

Research Methodology
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This study is basically categorized as an analytical and diagnostic study. Of
the 32 it is upgraded under the PPP mode in the state, 8 ITIs were selected through purposive
sampling. All these ITIs are in different districts of the state so that an overall study of the
state can be conducted to see how the private sector is contributing towards technical
education in the state of Himachal Pradesh.

Data Collection and Techniques of Analysis
The collection of data has been undertaken through primary as well as secondary
sources. A well structured Questionnaire has been developed to capture the responses of
industrial units as well as the management of these Technical Education institutions about
their respective contributions and efforts towards promoting public private partnerships. This
questionnaire seeked to elicit information about the efforts of the industrial units towards how
have they adopted these it is and how are they contributing towards its development e.g in the
areas of providing on the job training in their establishments, development of course curricula
of various trades, forecasting of emerging areas of employment, development of instructional
material for training, assisting in the training of trainers, making available their training &
testing facilities, wherever required, development of assessment standards. monitoring and
quality assurance, assistance in placement of graduates etc
Primary data was collected by means of personal interviews with various government
officials of the concerned departments, the management of these ITIs and the industries who
have adopted these it is for analyzing how change is being brought in these institutions
through PPP.
The data so collected both from primary and secondary sources has been tabulated
after proper classification. Then, the data has been analyzed with the help of statistical tools
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as averages, time series etc. On the basis of the above mentioned analysis, the conclusions are
drawn and suggestions have been recommended.

PPP in Technical Education in Himachal
Public Private Partnership (PPP) in Technical Education envisages active
participation of the Industry/Private Sector in every stage of design and implementation of
the scheme. Industry bodies are represented in the Central Apex Committee and State
Committees which would have overall responsibility of implementation of the scheme. Other
areas of partnership are:
•

Forecasting of emerging areas of employment at micro level.

•

Development of course curricula of various trades.

•

Development of instructional material for training.

•

Assist in the training of trainers, wherever required.

•

Making available their training & testing facilities, wherever required.

•

Provide on the job training in their establishments.

•

Development of assessment standards.

•

Monitoring and Quality assurance.

•

Assistance in placement of graduates.

•

Provide trade experts to work as assessors of competencies.

•

Voluntary donation of equipment to the ITIs/other training institutions.

•

Providing guest faculty in new trades.
32 ITIs namely Chamba(W), Nehranpukhar, Bhoranj, Nalagarh(W), Bilaspur, Poanta

Sahib, Nalagarh, Palampur, Recongpeo, Dharamshala, Salyana, Kasauli, Hamirpur, Berthin,
Paplog, Jogindernagar, Jubbal, Bagsaid, Sundernagar, Chopla, Rajgarh, Bani, Nahan(W),
Kullu, Sainj, Nurpur, Deegal, Dhameta, Sainj, Bangana, Jawali, Udaipur, and Una(W) have
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been upgraded under PPP Mode and grant-in-aid amounting to Rs. 80.00 crores @ Rs. 2.5
crore per ITI has been received from the Central Government/DGE&T, New Delhi.

Analysis
From the present study, the following conclusions are drawn 

The scheme of adoption of Industrial Training Institutions (ITIs) by the industrial
houses has received wide acclaim and is bearing positive results.



78.8 per cent of the respondent industries realize their corporate social responsibility in
Himachal Pradesh. Comparing these figures with the national figures, it is observed that
significant percentage of industries are realizing their social responsibility in the state of
Himachal Pradesh



The industries fulfill their social responsibility both individually as well as through
industrial associations.



92 per cent of the respondent industries contribute towards the development of
education in Himachal. There are industries that have opened/financed/adopted
technical educational institutions in the state or are provided educational scholarships to
poor needy students.



Skill development is a prerequisite for employability in today‟s competitive era. The
analysis shows that 90 per cent of the respondent industries contribute towards skill
upgradation by providing training to the local population. Certain industries are putting
in efforts for motivating youth to do vocational courses for better employment
opportunities.



Almost all industries that have adopted it is contribute towards development of course
curricula of various trades as per the industry requirements and making available their
training & testing facilities, wherever required.
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95% of the respondent industries contribute towards providing on the job training in
their establishments and assistance in placement of graduates.



At some it is industries have also voluntarily donated equipment to the adopted it is.



Most of the industries are having a parental role in these adopted it is and are fulfilling
their commitment to the cause of providing quality technical education and making the
students employable as per the demand of the market.

Conclusion and Suggestions
The Government of Himachal Pradesh is exploring more and more avenues of
implementing Public Private Partnerships for all-round development of the state. The state
government does not have any definite policy framework for PPP in various sectors but has
plans to collaborate with the private sector in providing quality education and for skill
enhancement of the youth, thereby improving their employability. There is a lot of scope for
newer and wider collaborations in all these sectors and the government can formulate policies
for Public Private Partnerships in education sector in Himachal Pradesh. Only in a conducive
and supportive industrial climate can these PPPs be effective. Thus, a strong bonding and
collaboration between the government and the private sector through the mode of „Public
Private Partnership‟ is absolutely essential as neither the government nor the private sector
can work in isolation and yet achieve the best results. It is only through the meaningful and
well-thought of partnership between the two segments of society that can bring in the desired
results. Both the sectors have their respective strengths and weaknesses, and PPP will
increase the strengths of both the sectors while diminishing the weaknesses of each other.
The government is putting lots of efforts towards providing quality education to all in
the country. The efforts of the government need to be supplemented by the efforts of the
private sector to yield effective results in the least possible time. The private sector can
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provide infrastructure facilities in government as construction of buildings, laboratories,
playgrounds etc and can also refurbish existing assets as benches, blackboards etc. They can
provide latest know-how, managerial as well as technical expertise and information systems
in government technical institutions to improve quality of education provided in the state. As
a part of their corporate social responsibility, the corporates can adopt these institutions,
provide scholarships to students etc. The government can provide all possible help and
support to the corporates in this regard. Career counselling programmes can also be taken up
by the private sector, especially in rural areas, in order to guide the youth to improve their
careers and future.
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