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ABSTRACT 

 

The security is strongly linked with economic growth and social development. Security is important to 

ensure mutual survival and safety. International security and national security are invariable.   This article 

attempt to put forth the security challenges face by the   Central Asia and role of India. After the collapse of 

the Soviet Union in 1991, five new Central Asian republics emerged as new neighbours to India : 

Kazakhstan , Kyrgyzstan , Turkmenistan , Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.It is also described as “The island part 

of Asia, farthest removed from the world oceans , in the midst of the greatest landmass on earth”. The 

geostrategic location of the Central Asia states has made this region pivotal. It lies at the crossroads of 

Russia , the Middle East , South Asia and the far East. Any geopolitical change in the region will leave their 

impact on several states in the neighbourhood. Central Asia is a new geopolitical creation which has an 

important strategic role to play in the coming years.India‟s involvement in Central Asia includes energy ties 

, trade and investment and the beginning of a military relationship. 
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INTRODUCTION 

India‟s interests   and   concerns  in  the  Central Asia  are very well reflected in one of the 

Ministry of  Defence reports that , “Due to its strategic proximity to the Middle East and 

South Asia , Central Asia has emerged as a distinct geo-political entity stimulating global 

attention and interest.The region has vast untapped potential of oil and gas and other strategic 

minerals. Engagement of the Central Asian Republics is thus an essential components of our 

security.”[1] 

It is in this context that the present research proposal identifies the security challenges in 

Central Asia and role of India.It also examines the India‟s interests in this region with special 

reference to problem of political Islam , terrorism , drugs and arms trafficking. 

Central Asia‟s security environment continued to be influenced by the developments within 

and its immediate neighbourhood where rising instability remains a matter of deep 

concern.This attract the major powers of the world. Instability and insecurity in the Central 

region pose serious challenges to India‟s security.The security of this region is highly 

important for Asian countries in general and India in particular.  

The Geographical Significance of Central Asia  

“The collapse of the Soviet Union two decades ago changed Eurasian landscape dramatically. 

The emergence of newly independent post – Soviet states ushered in a new era of geopolitics 

in the region that captured the interest of existing and emerging.”[2] 

In term of physical geography Central Asia can be described as “The island part of Asia, 

farthest removed from the world oceans , in the midst of the greatest landmass on earth.”The 

geostrategic location of the Central Asia states has made this region pivotal. It lies at the 

crossroads of Russia , the Middle East , South Asia and the far East”[3]. Any geopolitical 

change in the region inevitably extend their impact on several states in the neighbourhood. 

It shares borders with Afghanistan, which is a major source of spreading religious extremism 

in the region. India has a major interest in the security and the political stability of this region. 

Because of the Kashmir angel, India cannot ignore the political developments which take 

place in the Central Asian region. Therefore, for India the geostrategic importance of Central 

Asian countries is immense. India cannot ignore its presence[4].  
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Security Challenges in Central Asia 

The main security challenges facing the Central Asia regions are terrorism , drug trafficking , 

arm trafficking , organized crime , separatism , ethnic conflicts , water conflicts , 

environmental degradation etc. Broadly these security challenges can be divided into internal 

and external factors.[5] 

The internal factors or challenges consists of – 

1. Problem connected with spiritual growth and ideological   process. 

2. Poverty and unemployment. 

3. Inability of prevent the growth of separation closely connected with terrorism and 

extremism. 

4. Water conflicts. 

5. Rampant corruption. 

The external factors or challenges- 

The external factors which are threat to security and peace and spread of international 

terrorism are the following –  

Terrorism –The main security challenge facing the Central Asian region is terrorism. It is 

cross border and state sponsored. It has created social and political disorder  instability in this 

region. The issue has become a critical one owing to their shared borders with Afghanistan 

and Pakistan. Central Asian region concerned about these two countries as they are hub of 

terrorist activities. The Central Asian state Uzbekistan has accused Pakistani organization 

such as Mezb-e-Harkat-e-Jihad and Ducdus-ul-Ershad for providing training to hundreds of 
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Central Asian people at various training centres in Pakistan.Uzbekistan is fighting with more 

that hundred of rebels in the south , in its own frontier with war torn Afghanistan.[6] 

Problem of drugs and arms trafficking 

Another problem that create political and social instability in Central Asia is the problem of 

drugs and arms trafficking. It also has a capability to create instability in India and Russia . 

Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan developed important opium routes. Kyrgyzstan has succeeded 

Myanmar and Thailand as the major importer of drugs. According to a source in Uzbekistan 

there was an 11% increase in drugs being transported from Afghanistan after the fall of 

Taliban regime.[7] 

Central Asia also remain high vulnerable to the smuggling of fissile material for WMD.For 

example,in Kazakhstan there is  no special detection equipment‟s for intercepting nuclear 

material. In this region there is a serious threat of the proliferation of weapons of Mass 

Destructions Routes which created illegal trafficking. 

Political Instability 

It is said that most dangerous period of Central Asia has passed , but the truth is that the 

situation in the region is very worst. The legitimacy of their governments remains weak and 

has not been bolstered by democratic elections. As a result, government have resorted to 

authoritarians, Soviet era methods to remain control of the levers of the states – stifling 

opposition, clamping down on dissent, harshly cracking down on political manifestations of 

Islam, and frequently violating political freedoms and abusing human rights. Insum, the 

prospects for long- term economic and social stability in Central Asia are uncertain. 

Overall, the security challenges facing the Central Asian republics have their link to the 

weakness of the state. All of these states are so weak that they lack commitment to deal with 

the growing security challenges. This makes the region highly vulnerable to terrorist 

violence, ethnic crisis, and rampant corruption, leading to economic problems in the 

region.[8] 

India’s role in Central Asia 
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What can India do to help meet the challenges posed to the countries of the region? India‟s 

role , it is argued , should focus on protecting the oil-rich Central Asian states from both 

internal and external threats. This would require strengthening 

Security and defence cooperation with these countries. Central Asia still considers India a 

potential partner in fighting the menace of terrorism. India has developed enough stakes that 

it has signed a number of agreements with Central Asian countries on the issue of terrorism. 

Both sides understand the need for closer cooperation to meet the challenges of terrorism 

Politically India‟s primary concern is to ensure stability in this region. India has maintained 

regular high level political dialogues with each of the Central Asian states. Kazakhstan and 

Uzbekistan have entered into “strategic partnership” relation with India. 

India‟s presence in Central Asia as „Knowledge Economy” has been enhanced due to its 

global role in the development of information technology. India assisted IT projects include 

the Jawaharlal Nehru IT project in Tashkent in 2006 and the India – Kyrgyz centre in August 

2007. 

The India – Pakistan “Great Game” 

India and Pakistan are great players in the competition for outside influence in the Central 

Asian region. A major factor for both the countries in this region‟s presence is Afghanistan‟s 

western border. The replacement of the Taliban by A government canteredon the Northern 

Alliance, with strong Tajik connections, revived Pakistan‟s fears of excessive Indian 

influence in Afghanistan. Sofar, India has been more successful. It has the resources to 

establish a large trade and investment presence.[9] 

 

Energy first 

An important area for India in Central Asia is the oil and gas sector. So it is no surprise that 

energy co – operation is at the heart of India‟s engagement of Central Asia.Kzakhastan has 

the largest oil resources in the region with three of the world‟s richest hydrocarbons fields. 

India is also actively looking into importing gas from Turkmenistan.Export of electricity to 

India has also been under discussion. India is also interested in the proposed North-South 

Trade corridor. 
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After the US withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2014 India plans to extend the Northern 

Distribution Network, currently US-NATO uses 70% supplies for ISFA forces, to connect 

with the Zaranj-Delaram road that enters Iran.31 India supports the US initiated “New Silk 

Road” project. 

On the basis of the above points it can be summed up - firstly, Central Asia is a new creation 

which has an important strategic role to play in coming years. Experts point out that in the 

21
st
century, Central Asia will become an important region. Secondly, the future prospects for 

cooperation between Central Asia and India in the field of energy security seem to be very 

important. Peace and stability in Central Asia and Afghanistan seems to be most crucial 

factor for India‟s security. 

 

Indian foreign policy has set specific goals in Central Asia: contain the expansion of Pakistan 

and prevent the region from becoming the strategic stronghold sought by Islamabad; curb 

potential terrorist destabilization that would affect Central Asia; gain access to the economic 

wealth of the region; aim for a possible military rapprochement; and prevent China from 

becomingIndia can help Central Asian states to tackle the problems by – too well positioned 

in the region. 

India can help Central Asian states to tackle the problems by – 

1. Establishing a joint working group on terrorism with the Central Asian countries. 

2. Developing mechanism for the sharing of information and intelligence cooperation. 

3. Providing the training to forces of Central Asian region and equipping them with advanced 

arms and equipment. 

4. Helping them address the root cause of terrorism by fighting unemployment, economic 

underdevelopment, poverty etc.[10] 

5. Developing an understanding with this region over stability in Afghanistan that would 

definitely have positive implications on the issue of terrorism.[11] 

Conclusion 
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The above points clearly underline the imperatives for deeper cooperation between India and 

Central Asian states. India took the initiative of establishment the Joint Working Group with 

Kazakhstan,Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan for the sharing of intelligence, 

information and regular consultations. This step is very crucial for future defence cooperation 

between India and Central Asia.[12] The most possible aspects of cooperation between the 

two sides would be exchange of arms and equipment needed to deal with the problem of 

terrorism. India‟s approach to Central Asia would be that of positive engagements with the 

region. Therefore, economic diplomacy should remain India‟s basic policy toward this 

region. India needs no clash but a compatibility with the new states.India has several 

important priorities in Central Asia: ensure security, achieve politico-economic benefits and 

obtain energy resources. India‟s foreign policy priorities in Central Asia are based on 

historical, security, economic and cultural aspects. It is also based on the transformation in 

world order, regional developments and India‟s relation with countries in its neighbourhood. 

India is trying to establish a strategically significant position at the global level for which 

India has to integrate with western formulated new world order and maintain autonomy.India 

began meaningfully expanding its interests in Central Asia. Prime Minister Man Mohan 

Singh said, “India is an elephant, which is slow to move. But when it moves you cannot 

stop”.One can now think that India, the sleeping elephant, has woken up for geo-economics 

and geopolitical penetration into Central Asia for sustaining a long term strategic partnership 

with Central Asia. 
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