
SHIV SHAKTI 

International Journal in Multidisciplinary and Academic 

Research (SSIJMAR) 

Vol. 10, No. 3, July 2022 (ISSN 2278 – 5973) 

 

Integration of Urban Development Plans with Conservation of Tangible and Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of India 

Romika Bassin 

Assistant Professor in History 

Govt. College for Women,  Kathua 

Abstract 

The tangible and intangible heritage of a country in a blend of essence created during different 

epochs of history. The heritage core city centers of many South Asian nations, especially of India 

are losing their original identity because of the unbridled globalization and modern 

development. The conservation and preservation policies of such tangible and intangible 

heritage core city areas required attention towards its holistic integration with urban 

development practices which can bridge a gap between the old and the new developments of the 

cities. Almost all the heritage core city areas have historical, religious, social, cultural, spiritual, 

and scientific or aesthetic significance. There is multiple layer of historical significance which 

gives unique identification of heritage built up areas. The built-up heritage of the core areas is 

based on the category of buildings, historical importance, architectural character in terms of 

plan and ornamentation, the socio-cultural lifestyle of people, economy, geographical location, 

governance, etc. In this research paper, efforts are made to find out how different urban 

development plans are not executed with the objective of preserving India’s tangible and 

intangible cultural heritage and in the end the role of cultural heritage in developing a sustainable 

and inclusive urban India will also be analyzed.  
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Introduction 

India is a vast and quite heterogeneous nation comprising of rich tangible and intangible cultural 

richness. Different practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, and skills that distinctive 

communities and groups recognize as part of their cultural heritage is one of the perfect 

examples of its rich intangible cultural heritage assets. For instance, oral traditions, performing 

arts, local knowledge, and traditional skills have been flourishing in India since time 

immemorial. Similarly, tangible cultural heritage aspects like artifacts produced, maintained and 

transmitted intergenerationally in a society. The present policies of urban development in India 

have been failed to establish balance with the conservation plans of rich tangible and intangible 

cultural heritage.  

 Today, it has been recognized by most of the nations of the world that their development 

plans should be prepared and implemented in such a manner that the rich cultural heritage and 

traditions of their nation can be protected. Due to this, a cultural diversity approach to 

development paradigms brings thoughtfulness and openness, and contributes to a world with 

complementary, pluralized visions of development. The traditional sustainable development 

model does not take into account the cultural system– the complete cultural life of a nation or 

city– as a key societal actor. However, the cultural system must continually find solid argument 

to be given an opportunity to participate in debates on the future of our society. It is 

acknowledged that the culture and sustainable development paradigm, despite the existence of 

both conceptual and operational challenges, contributes to a refurbish platform for future 

discussions about sustainability. Furthermore, it is assumed that these discussions are an 

opportunity to bring together the cultural policies and cultural politics that ‘are deployed by 

distinct communities of analytical practice’, including cultural policy consultants, academic 

researchers, and the broader cultural community itself. 

Factors causing Mismatchability between Urban Development Plan and Conservation of 

Cultural Heritage of India 

Inadequate urban heritage conservation management governance and legislative framework  

Many states policy instruments on cultural heritage are underdeveloped and there are no 

particular local methods or strategies on heritage conservation in place yet. An attempt to 



produce guidelines for the conservation of heritage has been made in National Centre for Safety 

of Heritage Structures, but still local authority struggles to implement it. This means that heritage 

conservation is not perceived as a priority when considering other urban development objectives. 

The existence of a top-down approach to governance leads to the exclusion of communities in 

the practice and processes of urban planning. Cultural heritage continues to remain marginal in 

discussions about urban development agendas, often ignored in the perspective of urban poverty, 

social inequalities and a severe absence of basic infrastructure. Furthermore, risk mitigation 

policies with a heritage focus remain largely inadequate in view of vulnerability of many states 

to flooding. The MC’s of many large cities and states has made notable yet limited efforts to 

restore key monuments such as the Fort and castle as discussed in the section above. However, 

urban conservation and regeneration processes are not incorporated successfully thereby 

reinforcing monumentalism. 

New development and real estate urban pressures  

Many states of India have been facing the urgent need of providing new infrastructure to cater 

the needs of its growing population. People from rural areas and other less-developed towns and 

cities are migrating to other parts in search for employment opportunities in expanding and 

established primary, secondary and tertiary sectors such as agriculture, the textile trade and 

diamond business and IT sector. Consequently, most of the states are experiencing real estate 

pressures for new infrastructure and commercial developments that can house more and more 

work force or people and add increased value to the land.  

There is a persistent confrontation between the requirement to preserve rich tangible and 

intangible cultural heritage and its urban fabric and modernisation policies to cater the economic 

goals. Providing urban infrastructure due to the rise in population while conserving the integrity 

and authenticity of its heritage remains a distinct challenge. The elucidation given by local 

experts on the impact of such a rapid urbanisation on local tangible and intangible heritage was 

twofold: 

(1) Rapid urbanization instigates the property market to develop more housing and housing 

colonies in the areas which has rich Indian cultural heritage. The result is that many old building 

are replaced with new buildings with higher densities and;  



(2) The substitute of newcomers weaken the affection that local communities still have for local 

cultural heritage including traditional folk songs, skills, dances since newcomers are often not 

aware about the heritage value and local identity. Different segments of Indian societies are 

experiencing an increasing population at a very fast rate and very rapid urbanization. This has 

created significant problems in numerous parts of the country and also creates urgent demand 

and requirement for heritage awareness, identifying and awaiting opportunities.  

The Role of Cultural Heritage in Developing a Sustainable and Inclusive Urban India 

The present approach of India towards dealing with the challenges of urbanization is based on 

four broad aspects:  

(i) Urbanization must yield growth and increase economic productivity and competitiveness;  

(ii) It should be inclusive and sustainable;  

(iii) It should emphasis on preservation and revitalization of history, culture and heritage; and  

(iv) It should contribute to the development of rural areas and strengthen rural urban 

interdependencies. 

Cultural heritage of cities and rural areas plays an important role in meeting the above 

mentioned goals by not only building a sense of belonging and of identity, but also in directing 

the economic growth. Both tangible heritage and intangible culture and heritage, not only 

gravitate tourism and brings investment but also promotes social bonding, inclusion and equity. 

The conservation of cultural heritage and traditional settlement patterns is a main element for all 

round economic and social development and poverty alleviation, for improving the livability and 

sustainability of urban areas, as well as for the new development of surrounding areas. 

Our cultural heritage and its preservation and conservation are the key assets which the 

present generation passes on to the future generation, not as museum relics but as living 

changing models of adaptability. Our planning instruments, policies and execution models 

should explicitly recognize the importance of these issues. People must recognize and celebrate 



places whose identity is the unique result of its characteristics—the geography, the climate, their 

materials and their habits. Preserving and safeguarding foundations, to build new future cities, is 

the key to sustainability. The sustainable development objectives proposed for urban culture and 

heritage should be seen as critically important, not only for preserving and adapting our historic 

places but also serve as models for new urban settlements and redevelopment. 

Conclusion 

In this research paper it is unearthed that there seems to be a lack of balance between the 

planning and execution of development plans and conservation of tangible and intangible 

cultural heritage. Due to this, the richness of India’s culture has been fading at greater pace. In 

India there is a tendency to transform the historic monuments and several other intangible 

heritage values with the modern one just to fit them with the present requirements. For example, 

the result of this can be seen in the form of gradual loss of skills associated with wood carving in 

the north India. Last but not the least, India’s tangible and intangible heritage has the ability to 

develop the urban as well rural areas based on sustainability as it can attract economic as well as 

social development and investment from outside. 
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